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THE EDITORIAL

HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE EXCITING WORLD OF THE ORIC.

Exciting! - I hear you murmur.

CEOMAG readers will know what I mean,others will be informed within these pages. Jon's cover is a big hint.

four 21 page Oric User Momthly has taken a while to put together, 1 have hardly topped it up at all with

Oric-irrelevant items!
Without further ado we press on to the inde.,

INDEX

P.lovs. THE COVER - thanks to Jon,

P.8..., THE EDITORIAL ... P.3... NEWS

P.4/é,, READERS LETTERS

P.7/12, RAMBLING IN THE ROMance - Part 70 with Jon,

P.13/14 MACHINE CODE FOR THE ATMOS - Pt.46 from Feter Bragg

P.{3... THE B-Bit A to I - in part 3, Steve Marshall delves into ATARI and AQUARIUS.

P.14/17 BITS'n’'BOBS

P.18/19 PLURALS - frank Bolton with more on English Grammar, (Frank - did I ever tell you that my highest G.C.E ‘0
level pass was attained in English LangUnge much higher than my Maths pass!), ------ Alsp a MEET UPDATE
P20, A LETTER FROM FRANK BOLTON - I will stay clear of the fan!

P2t BRIAN's PAGE - The Welsh #izzard with aore posers.

On page 20 of issue 91 we printed Brian Kidd's LOTTERY progran. Unfortunately it didn't work correctly.
| now have a fully working version. As it is ot just a case of amending an odd line (he decided to re-number much of
the grogran), them I will give the corrected listing in the next issue of OUM.

I've checked it out and it works perfectly, I've used it to come up with § setz of numbers,and will use § pounds from
OU funds for the draw to take placz on Saturday July 29th (the day of the MEET). The same rules on pay-outs apply as

previously printed in OUM,

The o sets of numbers are
4,9,84,29,34,37

17,23,34,38,44,45

10,16,20,21,24,33

5,22,29,30,48,49

20,22,24,29,30,38

GUnpIs

Sincere thanks to Bob Terry who lant me some mere 3" disks so that I could finally fulfill orders for the last OUMDISK,
[f you haven't got & disk and still want one,then please get in touch. If you still haven't paid - COUGH UP!

ORIC ON CD-ROM

A new CD-ROM magazime will soon be published and will contain as it's cover disc - the ORIC EMULATOR + a selection of

ORIC titles,
JULY OuM

Articles for inclusion in the July issue of OUM :nould reach me by June 24th at Lha lat=s@

It wiil include & list of all the cassstis softuars still svailsfls frag OUR

newar titles such as: WORD-SPEED, COMPILER,SONIX,ASSEMBLER ETC..
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ENWELD  ELECTRONMICS  are  atr: @7 FPark Road,SouthamptonHants . S005
SUA.  Telephone mumber der OL7203 236563,

Thanks to all who wrote  and  rang with details, and also  to  Jobkn
Hur ey ,who o tells me that the TEAC,S.28" , 360K uncased, brand new drive that
M Bowght from themn ,wor ke pert y &t oan almost uncanny unwavering  R.P WM
wtf W07, pwhich makes Sedoric disks sasy to load. Price of these drives is
HaR8 - ot know Af that dneludes postage .

Bhowld you fancy a trip to Bowthampton, then youw can send me  an  S.A8.5E
for & map showing how to get to the shop.

L HCIR TG

A word  that was  often wsed in that classic French Oric magazing -

THE " CORIC. A& word that will be wsed extensively in futwre issues of OQUM.

ELUFHORTC ds the name given to the emalator that will allow F.C owners Lo
Fun Crede software, & full report on this amaring wtility is in this ilssue.

Yeouung Matthew took EUFHORIC along to school to tey L0 ouwt as oy POOXT ds
not powerful enough. Matthew got to play the Likes of XENON and TEROUBLE IN
BTORE with full sound.

Mat to be owtdons, T ovisited & couple of Draughtsmen who wse FOs  for
their design  work, Within minutes CAD was set aside,and we were into
CIMVADERS © eto .

At the e of e
tey Mds FC. Fool -
€GN

I hope he saved that drawing that be was working on.

sionm one of the guys btried CTRLZAGLT/DEL to get Dback
goan ORITC now,not a PO o~ e bad o oen off ancd back

Jon Mawor th findshed his
(W

ELRMORTC  ds bedng wupdated all  the
article on Lt, so more updates appesred

EUFHORTC UFDATES

40000 seast JHLLG SOeTY APIOS Biose bess reee Ay Eies PYIIS SV a9 deeas eree

TOWOULD ARDVISE THAT YOU READ JON HAWORTH & ARTICLE  PRIOR  TO  OHECKTNG
LT THE WFDATES ERELCOW .
Updates to Jon's a-ticole are as follows:

i) Ability  to alter  the speed of the software -~ how fast can vou play
INVADERS !

L) Ever got to the fiftieth level of & game and reslised you  shouwld e
somawhere else? Well,now you can be! There is now a facility to Dump the
game at the stage you have reached and continue at & later stage. Up  to
naw  this facility was only available to Oricians  on adventures and
Managerial type gameas.

1id) Fabrice now has Bedoric and is busily upgrading his Emulator so that
files can be transferred from Oric disk rather than cassette. The speed
with which he  works will probably mean that the task is finished before
v read this.

Rek timber ley will again be  along &bt the M oy twist  arms  and
general ly  threeaten  people  dnto  parting  with theilr money for the GRAND
RAFFLE at the Ay les = I ovouw have  somethding  that  yow wish  to
donate then plea Lfoyou are net atbtending.

Mgt be e m e i for b GRAND RAFFLE

et vevel ee by

G anoadvance fore L
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READERS LETTERS

DEAR DAVE,

1 woulo like to take thic cpportunity to conmgratulate
you on making ‘Oric User Monthly',not only the heart of the Oric
novement but an increasingly enjoyable read! A fantastic
achievement in it's own right, | appreciate that your
contributors have also helped to make thiz pessible but ['m sure
they would all agree taht without your enthusiasm and dedication
‘OricUser’ would have sunk without a trace long ago.

Many of the letters of late have indicated the move to other
computers,different word processing software and 2 more general
outlook to computing in general. As lately my involvement with
ay Oric has been unfortunately very perfunctory [ personally
find this makes the nmagazine,with it's balanced mixture of
letters and articles of general interest and the Oric specific
items,more interesting., A situation,in my opinion,which shoulé
ensure the survival of the nsgazine for some time to come
providing that you,Dave,are able to continue to devote your time
to it,

The articles on the use of the Emglish language,so
interestingly written by Frank Bolton,nake me want to ask why
i've had to weit until I'm nearly sixty for this information to
be imparted to me! ! was pleassd to have resd them and  look
ferward to more although I am relieved taht they are written in
such & way that does not deter me from writing fo you in case |
spell or punctuate incorrectly,

-PETER HOOLLEY

{Por tsmouth)

DEAR PETER,

I think thet it is the enthuciasm of the Oric users
that has led to the continued success of Oric User Monthly and
the Oric novement, Just as the sceme sterts to become & little
bit stale, then up pops someone with fresh idess in
software,hardware or just generaily to keep the momentua going,
This zlong with the influx of new readers has certeinly made ay
job that much more interesting,and thus easier to perform,

I'n glad you like the current mix of OUM, and hopefully we will
pull out & few more surprises in the future.

DEAR DAVE,
I don‘t know if them OUN readers are aware or

not,but most of us know that the Oric rums at 1 MHz,but nore
gignificantly so does the Co4,and some of the the graphics
produced on that machine such as in the games ‘Driller’ and
‘Elite’ surely prove ({speed wise) that the Oric is capable of
achieving & lot more than was ewpected of it, This is of course
putting hardware sprites to one side,as these were not employed
to any great degree in the two mentioned games., Anyway.... back
to coding MAGNETIX,
See you at the MEET,

- JONATHAN  BRISTOMW

{katton)

DEAR JONATHAY,
nice to get & letter - will be even nicer to get
MAGNETIX!

DEAR DAVE,

duet = quickie (yee | haard the £y io lst you
know 1 anjoyed your latest double issue of OUN, and that [ very
much hope to be at the MEET on the 29th July,

If you need my services again on the raffle to twist & few
arhs,squeeze & few wellets,anc generally gmake & nuisance of
myself to all and sundry,then I'n your man! The help of ay
assistant, the Lovely Louise would alsc be welcone!

I have a confession to make!

After many many nmonths of &n Oric-less life,using & PC, I
actually dusted down one of my many Orics,powered up,and
marvelled at the 8 bit wonder of it all, The rush of nostalgia
swept over me!! I thought back to those heady days of the early
80's, when men were men,and so were the women. When computing
#ag & enjoyable (and frustretingl),ant so so over powering,that
gebugging prograss until 4 in the morning hat & hyprotiss thet
can be seldom matched by today's powerful 384/485/386 machines.

That feels better! (must keep off the Sanatogen).

Actuelly, I hae to modify some EPROMs,and using an ORIC-{ plus
Byte Orive disk system,special 1/0 card ang EFROM interface
{designe¢ by Uncle Ray), the job was done in reasonable time.

Back to the raffle. As you know,! have lots of Oric qoodies up
here,some working,and some & little tired (working but nesd zome
attention}, I will bundle up & celection,and donete to the
raffle, OK?

ank i my grammar iz & Ebit
4
[}

m
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-KIKED  (Lzamington

what can I say!

Look forwsrd to see you in arm  twisting mood at the MEET,
Hopefully the Lovely Louise ({now known as LEGS LOUISE on the
Disco circuit) will assizt, Thet dis a5 long as  her
boyfriend/minder - Tomy the Tiger, does not object, If he
does,then ['m sure that Louise will render him unconscious for
the curation of the MEET,

I'11 have to try that Sanatogen wine when I get to that age.
How does the advert go? - ‘“Fortifies the over forties”,
Dbviously it works well on the over fifties ac well. Better pass
some on to Wilkie,

Your bundle of Oric goodies will be most welcome, but please NO
massive black/white valve monitors!

(aged 39 ++)
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DEAR DAVE, Mega S
T hay

the old Spectrun

nd

playing & couple of opames on

d 'Screbble’. 'Hooty' resinds

ig & let of sg', whilst the version of
‘Scrabble’ has much more te offer than the Oric Public [Dopeis

ong, &5 it has it's own dictionary., Could some programmer out
there possibly work on & similer project for the Oric?

- PETER THORNBURN

= a—u

~«.-:~
] :y it

=
v ='l w g omm
M g R

r m

{Canterbury)

DEAR PETER,
I'l1l leave that one up to our readers. Perhaps we

could teach the Oric to swzllow a dictionary,
- DAVE

----------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------

DEAR DAVE,

I enclose my cheque for a years subscription to OUN,
The two issues you sent me were very interesting,and 1 enjoyed
reading thes. Do you have any back issues?

As & wmajor interest of nmine is collecting old machines and
their accessories, | aust admit to looking forward to the next
instalment of "The 8-bit A& to IV,

You mention in the sditorial In izsue 91 that most users are
now on disc, Is this 3%,3.3" or 5§.25" or & misture?

Rhat interfaces ere avazlable?

- CHARLIE  WALLIS

{Broby)

DEAR CHARLIE,

it's nice to welcoms & new member on board, !
have writtan to you directly concerning your queries, but for
those other readers who mey be interested; ! will go through the
soints raised,

{ heve spare copies of virtually every issue from numbers 6% to
8G, For these the esking price is just 25 pence plus postage &t
cost {order those you require and you will be invoicec). To help
you decide which ones you want,it maybe wise to order the QU
IHDEX at just 1,80, 1 do heve all the mester copies to each and
every OUNM published,snd therefore can photocopy any issue
whatsoever, Price will be that of photocopying plus postage,

The original Oric disc systems were supplied with 3" drives,as
Oric  thought that they would become the industry standard, The
ORIC KICRODISC,CUMANA,CPELCG, and BYTE DRIVE were all of this
nature, but with the option to add other drives of the same or
giffering size,

Kith the likes of Amsoft keeping the price of 3" discs
artificially high at around 3 pound each, many of the Oric
fraternity turned to 5.25" drives,which were cheap to buy, One
could get 40 track sxngle sided drzves, double sided or even 80
track double sided ones. The price of these disce {about 30
pence) allied to the fact that they could store much more,meant
that many switched rather than just use ther for backups. The
introduction of cheap 3.5" drives and their discs {about
pence each) saw the advent of & more reliable and sturdy prnchL
compared with the 5.25" floppies, With cessation of production
of 3" discs the newer convert to an Oric disc syster has tended
to go straight for the 3.5" drives. These 720k units can be Hhad
for about 25 pounds,

Personally 1 have all combinations,so that I can cater for all.
We even have a couple of users with 3.5" B0 track single sided
drives,

Cumana disc interfaces are available for about 43 pounde each !
plug post) from STEVE HOPPS, S5 henor  Park  Drive,
Finchanpstead,Wokingham Berkshire, RBI{ 4XE - TEL: 01734 328851
- evenings or weekends,

DEAR DAVE,

! enclose my chegue for two tickets fo
shall be bringing & daughter with me. I would i
prize for the raffle - & box of printer paper.

I like the series on the A-1 of 8-bit computers, It's & pit
that when APPLE was included in part 2,that the APPLE Ilc wasr’
mentioned, I've got & Ilc,which I haven't used yet, From thi
written specifications the Ilc seems tc have & number ot
gnhancements over other models In the APPLE Il ramge, fo
example, the llc has 128k memory, built in disk drive and moust
port. It doesn't have the expansion slots which the other APPLE
IIs have, but some of the expansion cards {e.g. extra memory,
B0-column card,serial ports,nodem port & Joystick port) are
already built in to the Ilc. It does have some limitations, its
gisk drives are 5.25", which only hold 143k, On a recent Banl
Holiday, 1 saw an APPLE Ilc in the James Bond film - “"Live and
Let Die".

In the last OUN, Paul Hutton asks about Oric Emulatore on  the
PC. 1 have seen an sdvert for an Oric Emulator in & recent issue
of ‘Hicro Mart', If it will run on my PC, then 1 will buy & copy
of it. I enclose & copy of the advert, which I have also sent e
to Jon Haworth,

- ROBERT CRISP (Meanwood)

DEAR ROBERT,
I look forward to at last meeting up with you &t
the MEET,
grheps APFLE llc owners amongst our resders would like to get
in contact with you, For their information, Robert is at ¢
Bentley Brove, Neanwood, Leeds. L86 48T {TEL: (113 2743294:,

An DRIC EMULATOR - this is in fact fully documented by Jon
Haworth in this issus, Readers of the CED Kagazine will of
¢lready been informed, Splattered throughout this issue of O
will be little updates to the Emulator as I hear thes from Jor,

Regarding the advert in 'Micro Mart', I rang the contact, cne
Daniel Thomas and was informed that the Emulator that he &z
selling wac in fact by Fabrice Frances ( you guessed it - it’
the one that Jon Haworth ic selling). Daniel sells it for
pounds, whereas Jon does it for 1.50. Fabrice states in his
literature that he holds the copyright, but it can be passed o
without financial gain to others, I'1l let you decide who you
buy the Emulator from!

[ have informed Daniel that many Oric titles are not to Be
treely distributed as copyright is still held by: a) the
original software house, b) the author {often when a software
house ceased trading, then the rtights reverted back to the
author, c) OUM - for titles released under the OUM and MIRASE
logos, and d) me personally,where 1 have purchased the
rights,stocks of inlays,or have reached agreement with an author
or software house to pay them royalties,

Rather than just send a copy of this letter tc Daniel (not an
Oric owner), 1 will send this full issue, as he has kindly
agreed to pass on details of OUM to any Oric related contacts,

In return I will advertise his other Emulators in another
section of this magazine.

I have zles hed discussions with Jon Haworth regarding the
matter of distributing Oric software with the Emulator. The
outcome of these discussions are to be found elsewhere in this
issue,

3 UI \"

- DAVE



DERR DAVE,

[ enjoyed Frank Bolton's article on correct useage

{or should that be usage?) of the English language, Just as much
gs the earlier article about the sound of the Stradivarius
violin,written by Steve Marshall. We Oricians are generally an
intelligent &nd  knowledgeable lot with & desire to
communicate,and & computer magazine seems like & suitable
vehicle for us to air our views or dazzle our colleagues on just
sbout any subject,as long 2s toc many pecple (and that includes
the editor) do not mind. These communications act as & cohesive
force in & self-help group such as ourselves,and there will
always be copauter activities to discuss zlongside,while we keep
our general interest in computers going,

We should,however,remain philosophical about our little ethnic
ninority,and not become alarmed at the diminishing numbers of
subscribers to the British and Frenmch magazines. Being told by
well-neaning editors that there is no reason to worry about the
clubs closing down is rather like telling & small child that
there is NOT a menacing monster lurking under the bed when the
thought had not occurred to it before. The loss of support for
snall computers is a sign of the times,and represents the part
of the population who started off because computers were seen as
futuristic and providing access to another,created world of
fantasy and adventure, There are auch bigger ‘plaverounds’ in
PCs now,and they are much easier to use, But as Steve wrote in
the March issue,you are allowed tc own pore  than  one
computer,and if you are inte programming,you canm get & great
deal of satisfaction in pushing the Oric to  its  very
tinits,something 1 suspect not ore of us could do with & PC. And
there iz still lots of roea in ay seall mechine for crestivity
snc discovery,2nt more fun to be hag by sharing than by working
alone, 8o lets keep sending ir our resulis and tolerate each
others' loves,hstes ang idiosyncrasies,whilst flying off the
handle occasionally just to entertain the cther readers!

On the subject of participation and support,perhaps more
encouragement could be given to our younger readers by

\

increase to other members. {You can edit that bit out,Dave,if
it's considered too frightening.)
- COLIN COOK (Basildon)

DEAR COLIN,

I couldn't of put it better myself - well, not & lot
better!

I'm glad that you like the ides of being able to 'fly off the
handle' at times, A letter like yours is worth re-producing in
fullyeven if it contains a lot of long words, and took me an age
to type in! Some people have been known to send me articles and
extremely long letters on disc co that my fingers don't cease
up! Subtle - eh!

Regarding a cheap student rate to QUM - why not? I was
seriously considering offering cheap rates to students, senior
citizens,gays,lesbians,Guinness drinkers,Liberal Democrats,Take
That fans,Spectrun owners. This would probably mean that you and
I would bz the only one's to pay the full rate - at least I hope
50 ducky!

Seriously though - there are & few amongst the student
population, senior citizens, and unemployed that do subscibe at
reduced rates. I do not advertise the fact, but if I feel that a
reduced rate is warranted then I offer it. It is better to let
someorie have a few pounds off the subscription than to lose
their input to the group, Rather than increase the cover price
to others, 1 tend to top up funds with profits from the ORIC
NEET RAFFLE, - DAVE

Fuga €

DEAR DAVE,
recieved the OUM Disk, but haven't been able to
quickly try it out to see if it has survived it's postal
journey,

The reason it isn't quick to try it out is thet sy Oric and
monitor are still,after months since they went walkabout,sitting
tied up in & large plastic bag labelled ‘Essex Police’. Our
garden caravan was stripped clean of computer stuff by children
from the next door Comprehensive School some time ago. They must
have thought they had found Aladdin‘s cave, but a lot of the
computer stuff I store there was broken or useless in some way.
Anyway,the firet 1 heard of the burglary wac when the Police
arrived to see what | had missed,after & teacher spotted the
boys in the playground selling my stuff to other children, The
Police told me to keep the stolen things together till the court
case as | might have to show it as & witness and identify it,so
it is still all bagoed up in our cellar including Oric. It was
supposed to come to court by April, but it is now the end of May
and 1 have heard nothing more. I don't suppose it would matter
if 1 did get some of it out to use,as long &s I keep it togsther
and can identify it if necessary.

- NORMA HRANGHAM (Halstead)

DEAR NORMA,
sad to hear your sorry story. i suppose you keep
your Oric in the caravan so thet it is always to hand when you
have & week-end 4o the coast with the caraven, | can just
imegine it - it's pouring Oown with rain in Brighton, and so
Norme powers up her trusty Oric to play 'INVADERS'!
Hope you get back on the trusty Oric sconm.

The postbag has been absolutely heaving over the past couple
of nonths, and I thank you. I have triec te print a mix of
letters as it is virtually impossible to print them all. I cen
honestly say that the input of letters and articles is at an
gll-time high. The input iz possibly S0% higher now than when
nembership was 508 bigger. Bive yourselves a pat on the back,

B T S o o o o o o o o = o 0 i e o o e i e o e e e e e e e e e

DEAR DAVE,
please find ny cheque to re-subscribe to OUM for the
next year, I'n more than happy to send {5 pound to keep me in
touch kith other Oric owners,
My stable of computers has enlarged to include & TELESTRAT,
SPECTRUK 2, DRAGON 32 and an ENTERPRISE &4,

- JOHN FOGBIN
{Ashington)

DEAR JOHN,
you join the illustrious list of other TELESTRAT
oWners in England, namely - Jon Haworth, Brian Kidd and Derek
Smith. Plus of cource our German subscriber - Andre Widhani,
- DAVE







RAMBLING
IN THE
ROMANCE

Huh? Not what you think, but all will be explained. It all started in the middle of May, when
I received a letter from Laurent (wait, wait...) by e-mail over the Internet. What’s the
Internet? If you know already, skip a paragraph.

The Internet is the ’global information super-highway’ beloved of computer magazine
writers. You can now hook into it over a modem from your own PC (or Mac), paying a
monthly subscription to your local ’service provider’. So we pay £10 per month for unlimited
access; after that we pay only for the local phone call whilst on-line. What do you get? Well,
an awful lot. Access to Usenet news groups, public conferences which you can read, and to
which you can contribute. The ability to download almost any program you can imagine,
from anywhere in the world. And your own e-mail address, so you can send and receive mail
to and from others with an e-mail address. And finally (for our purposes) you can ’surf’ the
World Wide Web, a system of interlinked graphic pages which anyone can ’put on’ the
Internet, and anyone else can read - these cover every imaginable subject, from health to
Formula 1, from the White House to Blur (who?).

So, Laurent sent me an e-mail - *'The main French computer magazine today gave a WWW
address for an Oric page, can you access it?” Yes, I could, and there I found the server of
ENSICA, the French National College of Aircraft engineering in Toulouse. And there it was
- the Oric logo in glorious technicolour, and pages of information - in French, and in
English.

So far, so good, but for most of us without Internet, not so spectacular. Turn to page 2 - and
there it was! "Euphoric’, the Oric emulator for the PC!! It was too good to be true, just what
we have asked for so often. So, download it, and try it out.

It’s remarkable. Your PC thinks for a moment, then up come the three familiar white bars
we all remember from our cassette days, followed by the power-on messages. Right, 'PING’
- and it pings! A short endless loop Basic program - and it runs. Check the ink and paper
colours - perfect. What else will it do, then? Back to the server, and there is a library of 40
plus programs to-download and run on the emulator. Grab those, and run the emulator again.

This is the crunch - they all work - Xenon 1, Invaders, Trouble in Store, Super Jéep, Doggy.
For a hectic hour I try them all out, and they all work - controls, colours, sound, even the
speed is spot on. The author of this tour de force is one Fabrice Frances. He’s constantly
working on improving the emulator, we get a new version every two or three days at the
moment. And he’s just about to see Sedoric for the first time....






== Netscape={[The Euphuoric archive!
Options Directory

The *Euphoric’ Internet Page

Here are is the version history so far, as fascinatingly described by the author:

VoO.1

(29/01/95)

a very approximative display with 80x25 PC standard mode, but it works ... the rom runs
until the Ready prompt after having patched the wait for 3 interrupts to switch to text mode.
a bug fixed at 4 o’clock : an ADC was executed instead of each indirect X indexed ROR,
very annoying for the floating point computations (so you learn that the Oric has
"<58225.792 BYTES FREE" ... BTW, incredible to use floating point instead of integer
computations)

no emulation of the VIA yet : no timer, no keyboard (the PC keyboard interrupt writes the
ascii code in the Oric Basic’s keyboard buffer. I remember also another night(mare) hunting
for a bug in this routine affecting the Oric stack register, ouch...)

V 0.2 (12/02/95)

Loads and runs an Atmos rom (in fact, my 1.3 modified one)

patches the rom to allow CLOAD and CSAVE (I still have to test STORE and RECALL)
displays Text mode with background and foreground attributes, simple and double height,
normal and alternate charset, and reverse video (blinking is missing). Identical to the real
Oric, at the pixel level, and allows the redefinition of character shapes (but it does not affect
characters already on screen, so Invaders lacks some animation)

displays Hires mode with 3 text lines (I have to figure out what exactly the ULA does to
allow semi-hires modes like the one in Doggy), and handles the switch to/from Text mode.
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° basic emulation of the 6522 VIA : PC timer mimics the standard 100 Hz timer 1, basic
emulation of port B and PSG in order to allow the keyboard simulation.
®  lacks BCD computations, so some programs don’t display the score correctly...

V0.2.1 (25/02/95)
® ‘ Speed identical to the real Oric, whatever CPU you have (min 486SX/25 ?)

° BCD computations emulated

® a bug corrected with the correct handling of the IER register (VIA). Before that, a timer
interrupt rising before the initialization of the IRQ sometimes happened.
L 2 patch ic the handling of port A in order that every program succesd in-reading il

keyboard, since some {inicorrectly) use the acknowledged port.

V 0.2.2 (05/03/95)

° Port of the V 0.2.1 to the linux i386 target. Why ? Previous versions have been developed
with PharLap DOS Extender, a really good product, but I would have to pay to distribute the
emulator since I don’t have the runtime kit, and the development kit was expensive enough. ..
So I decided to use DJ Delorie Dos Extender, and his port of the GNU environment. This
has the advantage of allowing DOS/Unix versions that are quite similar, but the port has been
very painful due to the lack of support for assembly programmers, and the AT&T assembly
syntax different from the Intel one, not to mention the bugs of GASP, the assembly
preprocessor, nor the very approximative checking of GAS. So bugs introduced by the port
might still be hidden somewhere...

V0.2.2a

° near completion of the VIA emulator. A reasonably correct handling of port A now allows
programs to detect that no joystick is connected. Timers are now as precise as with the real
Oric.

¥ 0.2.9b

° correction of a little bug: now stores the Oric name of the file read by CLOAD, in order that

the top line displays it correctly. I still have to test if CLOAD and CSAVE work with the
Oric-1 rom, since I have written the patch of that rom with just a listing of it.

V0.2.2c ;
® Bug fixes. Oric-1 rom was not patched correctly to allow the CLOAD command. BRK
instruction was not correctly emulated.

Vv 0.2.2d

® Correction of the clock’s count of conditional branching instructions.

V 0.2.2e

° rewrite the 6502 emulator for cpp preprocessor. When I change the VGA code, I will throw
GASP...

° Clock count of the NOP instruction (Oops, had forgotten it...)

° emulation of reset button and power on/off reset.

° for DOS version, disable keyboard interrupt during disk access in real mode (the ENTER key

sometimes appeared pressed after such access)

V.0.2.2f
® change of the tape handling for two reasons : it’s easier now to use multi-part programs, and
the emulator can read JF.Fabre emulator’s format.
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V 0.3 (14/05/95)
° complete rewrite of the display code (it’s mode X now). Synchronization is far better, the
speed should be the same on every machine. Powerful machines will just benefit by more
screen refresh (up to 50 per second). It also allows me to get rid of GASP, so...this is a
~ wonderful world !

o partial rewrite of 6522 emulation : cleaner now and (almost) exhaustive...

V 0.3a

° small detail corrected in PSG (but still no sound yet)

° . “thinner’ emulation of the tape, so that programs like Lone Raider or Trouble 5. Store can o o
load.

V 0.3b

° Two gadgets added : a help line on top of the screen (de)activated by F1, and a simulation

of the screen aspect when powering on the Oric...

® a modification to the display code and the synchronization, so that smaller CPUs (486/25 and
less) have a better screen refresh. Animation is not so jerky on these CPUs now.

° Unofficial MOS 6502 opcodes added. This allows some programs to run. I don’t have time
to look if they use them or if they have bugs...

V0.4 .

e At last some sound ! Many thanks to Gerton Lunter who sent me his emulation code of the
AY-3-8912 (the Spectrum 128 has the same chip), by which I have been inspired a lot.

V 0.4a

® Oops, I must have been in a hurry with V0.4 : a bug in the frequency of the sound, and in
the noise too... I still need to find a way to make square waveforms with the Adlib, and noise
could be better.

° have improved the screen mode changes by examining the real Oric.

V 0.4b

e All BIOSes don’t use the same order for Red/Green/Blue...so, don’t use the Bios any more.

° Printer support added by default. File "printer.out” is the result.

V 0.4c

° Change in file handling : it is now possible to save a file without a name (CSAVE“ ") ThlS

is not recommended but some programs use this feature. The file gets the name '
on the host.

V 0.5 (17/5/95)

® International keyboards supported (look at the manual).

® Speed index argument for 386 owners who don’t have the processing power to run the
emulator at nominal speed (or bigger cpu owners who want to try a speedy Oric!).

ORIC environment variable to ease execution from several directories

better error messages for first time Linux users

new documentation

a small bug corrected in PSG emulation, triggered by DPTLQ
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The top of the ENSICA Oric Page

V 0.52
° Add an on/off switch for sound (F2)

V 0.5b
® Add the behaviour of the Oric when it hangs up. The only solution then is to unplug and plug
the power in again...

V 0.5¢c

° Let’s say that 0.5b was so similar to the Oric that even the tape routines were as slow...

V 0.5d

® Dump/Restore added. F9 gives the opportunity to save the state of the Oric, and the -r

parameter on the command line allows you to restore this state. See manual for applications.

Talk about the Story So Far! Remarkably, he’s never had an Oric disc system. So the
emulator literally stores the tape version of the program on the PC disk (sort those two out,
Frank!), and you load it with the good old CLOAD"PROG" command. You can also CSAVE
to disk, and use the usual MS-DOS file hierarchy within the name - limited to 16 characters
as usual with the Oric cassette commands, e.g. CSAVE"A:\FILES\MYPROG". There are
utilities to enable you to write a Basic program in a PC word processor and then read them
into the Oric emulator, and an excellent 'readme’ file. And last but not least, there is a full
32-bit C editor and compiler (the emulator is written in C).
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So, all you PC owners who were thinking you had moved on from the Oric, fear not - you
haven’t escaped so easily! The emulator and attendant programs are all freeware, i.e. freely
distributable at no charge. Minimum requirements are VGA graphics and a 386 processor,
although a 486 is recommended. For sound you need an Adlib or Soundblaster compatible
card.. There are two versions, one for DOS, and one for LINUX, the UNIX shareware clone.

If you’d like a copy of the emulator, there are two possibilities:

° send me £1.50 to cover emulator disk and p&p; this is a 1.4Mb disk containing the
emulator and a tuil set of classic programs (plus the C compiler) in two *.zip files;
it also includes the DOS program ’Pkunzip’ to extract the files to your hard disk.

° Alternatively, if you have Internet access you can download them from Ensica, via
the WWW on URL http://arlesienne.ensica.fr/LOCAL/ORIC/euphoric_english.html,
or via FTP on ftp.ensica.fr/pub/oric if you prefer. The Web server tends to have the
latest version.

I hope to be able to demo the Web server at the Meet in July, and of course to display and
distribute the emulator. For now, the next page illustrates the start of the Web server (which
is in glorious technicolour).

Oh yes, the prologue... French is a Romance language, as Frank will confirm...

Oric Mailing List

Following the discovery of the Ensica server, I’ve set up an Internet Mailing List for Oric
aficionados. Basically, it operates by distributing contributions to the List to all those
subscribed to it. It’s a bit like the chatter on Meet day spread across the Net. The initial
response has been very encouraging - we have as of mid-May about 15 subscribers, including
people in Greece, Austria, Holland and of course France - none of whom are members of
CEO or OUM! The possibilities are obvious, and it will be fascinating to see how the List
develops. It certainly seems likely to be a much better forum than Oricall was. I’ll keep you
posted; if you want to subscribe (it’s free) send e-mail to:
oric-request@cam.dungeon.com
and if you want to write to me my e-mail address is at the bottom of the page.

Incidentally, e-mail access can be much cheaper than a full Internet connection. Many
local BBS’s provide e-mail facilities for £10 a year or so. If anyone wants advice on
connecting either to Internet or a local BBS, drop me or Nick a line (or phone), and we
can provide information best suited to each individual.

That’s all for this month, but what an exciting one. Next month I hope to provide a report
on the June Paris Meet and my first excursion on Eurostar. Funny how just as one or two
began to think the Oric scene was fossilising, off we go again. I wonder what Dr. Ray
will do with the emulator... ’

Jon Haworth

01223 68761 (office)
e-mail jon@cam.dungeon.com
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Machine Code for the Oric Atmos (Part U46) Peter N. Bragg

———————————————— Last time, we continued to look at the special group of

machine code/assembly instructions, khown as the Zero Page instructions,

some of which also make use of indexed operations. Having briefly revived
memories of those, we also looked at the subject of indirect addressing.

The Indirect Jump instruction was used as an example of this operation.

Although the Indirect Jump is not a Zero Page instruction, it does provide a
straightforward example of indirect addressing on it's own and is the only
standard 6502 instruction to do so, which is why it was used as an example
to illustrate the operation. The point is that Zero Page has a number of
very useful instructions, that combine indirect addressing with indexing.
Hopefully, illustrating the two operations separately this way, will make
the combination of them both, a bit easier to understand.

It might help to explain Indirect addressing if we have a look at a working
axample. The rather silly routine below does Jjust that. Once again, we call
up Oric's useful collection of noises for the demonstration.

Oric Demc Routines 14 May 95

[ CALL#1030 ]-—==-—--—-——=—~- [ Ratchet Racket !!]-------momommmmm e [1/2]

—-——Parameter Block 1000--—-

1000: FF : : Page Marker.

1001: 0O s "nil' : Copy of Keyboard inpusz.

1002:0cC : "start : Address LSB / Indirect Jump Address for

1003:10 : addr" : Address MSB / instruction 1024.

———gnd-—-==

f[-—————————_——————_—— [ The Four Sound Calls ]--—-——--—-—-—-—-———-—————————— ]
---[Shoot !]---

1010:20 B5 FA : JSR FAB5S : Call "Shoot" routine.

1013: 60 : RTS ¢ and return.
-——[Ping !]---

1014:20 9F FA : JSR FAQF Call "Ping" routine.

1017:60 : RTS and return.
--==[Zap !]---
1018:20 E1 FA : JSR FAE1l : Call "Zap" routine.
i01B: 60 : RTS : and return.
--—-[Explode !]---
101C:20 CB FA : JSR FACB : Call "Explode'" routine.
101F: 60 : RTS 3 and return.
—-——end---
f JSR 1024 ]-—---————————— [ Indirect Instruction Demo ]-—-———-———-————-———-—— ]

1024:6C 02 10 : JMP I 1002 : Jump to the address as set in Params 1002/03
1027:60 : RTS : and then return to main routine.
—=—and——-=



Oric Demo Routines 14 May 95

[ JSR 1030 J-====—-———-———= [ Sound Call Switcher J--—-———-——eo————__ [2/2]
-—-—-start--—- —-—-—-Fetch a Key---

1030:20 78 EB : JSR EB78 : Read Keyboard (0OS "GTORKB")

1033:10 FB : BPL"1030" : until key pressed.

—-——-Continue or Finish 2?2---

1035:8D 01 10 : STA 1001 ¢ Save &a copy of the Key press input and then
1038:C9 1B : CMP"ESC" : Test - Was "ESC" key pressed °
103A:F0 1E : BEQ™"105A" : Yes - so skip to finish now.

NO — SO.:ieeiaan

—-—-Change Address for Indirect Inhsgstruction-—--—-

103C:AD 02 10 : LDA 1002 : Feteh Indirect address LSB from Param 1002
103F:C9 1C : CMP "icC" : Test - Is it last address 2?2 (ie. addr 101C)
1041:D0 05 : BNE"1048" : No - so skip next two instructions

) YeS — SOiv i o
1043: A9 OC : LDA #OC ¢ Load Accumulator with 0C and initially
1045:8D 02 10 : STA 1002 H recet Indirect address back to addr 100C
1048:EE 02 10 : INC 1002 s Increment the LSB of the Indirect
104B:EE 02 10 : INC 1002 H instruction address four times
104E:EE 02 10 : INC 1002 i in order to add 04 to it, so that
1051:EE 02 10 : INC 1002 H it is set for the next "Call".

~-—-——pMake a Noise—---

1054:20 24 10 : JSR 1024 : Go and use the '"Indirect Instruction Demo"
1057:18 90 D6 : BCC"io030" 5 and then go back for another key press.
~——Fihish———
105A: 60 : RTS : Exit back to Basic.
—-—-—end--—-

Enter the complete routine using your favourite assembler or hexloader.
I usually enter the hex code in the second columm only, it's qQuicker, but
whatever suits you, 1g best in the long r»un.

The Indirect Jump instruction has & routine all to itself (JSR 1024), with
an RTS added, to ensure return to the main routine. You will notice the jump
instruction address is 1002, however being an Indirect Jump, it will not
Jump to 1002. What it will do instead, is read the address located in 1002
and 1003. The Jjump requires a full two byte (16 bit) address, so the
instruction needs to use the contents of two adjacent locations, that is the
location indicated in the instruction and the next one up, which in this
case is location 1003.

Locating the jump address in a parameter block, like this makes it easy to
modify and we can use this to change the operation. Just like one of those
rotary ratchet switches, the routine switches through each of the four Oric
sound effects, by modifying the contents of the bottom half of the jump
address, thereby selecting a different sound call each time. The main
routine does that job, by switching the jump address in Params 1002/03, from
1010 to 1014, 1018, 101C and finally back to 1010 again, so that each time
you press a key, you get a different sound. The listing hopefully explains
the operation. You could use JMP 1030 (4C 30 10) in instruction 1057, also
if you prefer (Q)uit to "Escape'", change instruction 1038 to code C9 51.
Call#l030 to run it and annoy the neighbours !! See you next MoONth. ... ......
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The 8-bit A to Z PART 3

Carrying on with a look at the Atari computers I thought I would fish out the
old ST and see if I could sort out that dodgy word processor that I was struggling
with a while ago. The ST is almost as old as the Oric and, some would say, nearly as
dead. There are many user groups to support the ST though, and one of +the newer
groups 1is called "STench". This group also supports Atari XE & XL 8-bit machines -
which 1is why I mentioned it ! Why the ST has dropped in popularity when +the Amiga
hasn’t is beyond me as they are very similar machines. Anyway, on with the show....

* ATARI 400/800 spec. 6502 CPU. 16K — 400 RAM.48K - 800. 40 x 24 text 320 x 160
graphics screens. 16 colours each with 8 intensities. INTERFACES 4 joysticks;
printer; cassette; light pens. 4 sound synthesizers. KEYBOARD 400 has a horrible
keyvboard like a ZX 81, 800 has a nice WP type kevboard. Both have 57 keyvs with 4
function keys.

These old Atari’s are nice machines and there was a lot of software available
for them. Software can be hard to find now, but you may buy the machine with a pile.
Try STench or one of the other user groups if you’'re after some more. Both machines
have cartridge ports on the top and vou need to plug one in to be able to wuse BASIC
which could be a bit of a pain. The lack of memory means that you can’t really use
the machines for any serious work. All the usual add-ons were available, but thev had
to wuse Atari’s own devices so you can not use hardware from other machines (- except
a printer).

* ATARI 600/800 XI. These computers were redesigned versions of the 400/800 and they
could wuse the old software. The redesigned black and white cases have decent
kevboards with 69 keys and five silver function keys down  the side:
reset,start,select,option and help.

The new machines now have 11 graphics modes and the 16 colours have 16
intensities. BASIC is now buiit-in. The 600 has 16K, the 800 64K RAM. Other than that
the spec. 1is as for the older machines. Excellent machines for games because of their
graphics and sound capabilities !

* ATARI 130 XE This is another model based on the 80C. It looks like a baby ST,
having +the same sort of grev case. It is slightly bigger than an Atmos and has 57
plus the 5 function keys like the XL. I am not sure of the spec. on this one, but it
has about the same free memory as an Atmos, and has built in BASIC. Like other
Atari’s it needs their own peripherals and there is only one peripheral socket. This
can be used for either cassette, disk drive, modem or printer. What you’re supposed
tc do if you want to use both disk drive and printer I’'m not sure. There are also
sockets for cartridge, (round the back this time ), wmonitor, TV and an expansion
port.

ATARI also made another machine in a grey case that was bigger than the 130 XE and
the function keys were big, round rubber things that looked a bit like Smarties. I
can not find any other info about it though - sorry !

* AQUARIUS The 16K Oric-1 was the first colour computer under £100, the Aquarius was
the first colour computer under £30 - and it shows! One nice thing about this machine
was that it had all the peripherals sorted out and available at the +time of the
computers release. If only Oric had done that !

The machine was made by toy manufacturers ‘Mattel’ and looks and feels like the
cheap, tacky plastic thing that it is. The keys are the same sort of horrible rubber
things that were on the Spectrum, and similar to the Speccy, it has no space bar. The
machine could be expanded up to 64K and had other add-ons included to make it quite a
powerful machine. The awful thing would then be an expensive pile of junk rather than
a cheap pile of junk !!!

spec . Z80 CPU. 8K RAM, 4K ROM ! 40 x 24/320 x 192 screen with 16 colours. 256
pre—defined characters but NO user—definable characters !!! 49 foul rubery keys. It
has sound, but no-one seems to say much about it in the reviews I've got. Printer and
expansion ports.

I am not aware of any major software companies producing any software for this
machine and I‘'ve never met anyone even vaguely ibnterested in the thing.

00PS ! Forgot to do Amstrad ! They will be next !
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BrTes N BO RS

A FLES FROM FRAMED BOLTON TO Dhnh(Y

I have & plea for  Ray. You  know Row e has
programmed dn WORDSFEED  (prabably through  EEYUSE  and  EEYDEF  and
REYSAVE)  the FUNCT  key to work with numbers O to 9. Well there are
six remaining keys that cean be defined with REYUSE, if I knew how to
get them into the programme these wouwld be ddeal for programming
internatiomal ohars that couwld be wsed on  dAndividual xnluiu"
The GCitizen printers only let you redefine characters from CHRS$ (3R
to (63) but the Amstrad DMF 2000 will only redefine from (0) to (ﬁd)"
However , all printers have a whole hosts of letters already redefinsd

foonly we could get at them without having to use ESCAFE and half a
cloreen keves .

e Arve b ; international  keys  on o any
printer will not give the ﬂ,wﬂi“wy@, with anm  accent ° over
theam . The  only  way we can them with an accent is to type, say,
the letter A and then wuse FUNPI o1 to escape,  then CHR$E) to
Backspace, then FUNCT + 2 to come back from ESCAFE and then © to put
the accent over the backspacsd letter. And Cthat can get tiresome when
yeu have to do it & couple of times on each line. Spanish uses &  lot
of accented vowsls,

My Shmes pre o Ley Fas all the

bt @ven bhen, to gelt an acoente a’odn & word Like Wb Eve o
wrd e M oand  then FUNCT L and then OUIEE and then IUNLT @ andd than
“laga . Which dsn bt on.  IF T could only programme FEYUSE 10 to REYUSE
16 to bring up the accented vowels of CHRS(L28) to (13838) (o  wherever
they ared  and  FEYDEF  them so  that by touching FUNCT + a §I get an
accented ‘a’, and FUNCT + & an accented ‘& it would solve the whole
Pk lem . Do youw  think 4f I wrote to him bhe would mind?  Or if yvou
Mave to speak to him, couwld yow put the problem to Mim and see what he
thinks? 1T couwld let it wailt until the meet, but usually he is s0 busy
clowrn there and sworounded by people he knows well that | feel oo much
of an outsider to approach him. It is times like that whan 1 realise
Just  how o sy L am, thowgh no-one ever believes me as | oover 10 wp
with brashness and a hard face!!'! 'm also terrifilied of being made to
loak a fool if the answer is, "Well, everyvone knows it just can’t  be
done' o "Well, it's so simple | wonder yow haven 't seen whal's wunder
YO Mo, "

I oneed from CHRS CLEE) wpwards,

THIS SFACE RESERVED FOR RAY 'S HNmWLh

MAFLL TN

Just recieved a mini-catalogue from MAFLIN. Included are & range of
books  for "Dummies . Titles in the series arer ‘'Upgrading & Filixing
FCs .oy "Windows 3.1...7, "DOS... ", "The INTERNET.... . ALY books
and in the words "For Dunmies’ .

The MAFLIN 1996 main catalogue will be published in September at 2.93

Cacld 30 pance Lf youw wish them to mail 1t direct).



MoORE BTSN B0 R o3

ONTHE MOVE

as he has

Our resident  Comms man - Trevor Shaw will be soon on the move,
I in &

landed & new job in Bootle. The Shaw family have recently invest
FC, but fortunately young Dominic is keen to puwrsue the ORIGC.
Trevor is hoping to make 1t to the T this year.

auT YOTED

day

A1 lan Moore was hoping to make it to the ME this yesar, but the MEERT
it the same as when the MOORE family go on holiday to Suffollk. Allan did
put Lt to his family to make a slight detow via Aylesbuwry, but  was  out
Vo TED.

He hopes we all bave a good day.

Neow coms on allan -~ swrely yvou couwld make & faw wrong twrns!

SOMAE ,  there was pednt
¢h<u'h LT G

eof

In  the June d ;
wtility named IR, which
ook /appointment bDook/List mans

I say  Mshowld”?, because vt i te work . Unfortunately in the
adaption from Apple I to Telestrat to Atmos, & few errors creplt in.

ITre line &O5LE of Atmos-specific routines the command SPUT was wsed. This
is & T@1wmfra+ commanc anc showiad UT .

amencecd to resd P
The  commands ENTER  and  QUIT inadvertently wused as variables, and
shouwld be 19w1awmd Ly EY

the Listing of a
o tepad/address

!
[
1,
(.

i @A . Thiese S @Y n Lines
BORO, 3040 ,4030 50820 (on the GOBUR — not the print portion) 6020 (xrer TOOE .

Y ad
Hopeful ly according  to  Jon, &all will now work - T'm swre vouw LD let us

know 1if 1t doesn b,
I canmot comment on the correctness of the Telestralt version.

A FLFF FROM GREECE

Vagge lis Blathras from Gresce has been in towch with the CEOQ via the
INTERNET  and is looking for help on "THE HOBEIT". He wants to know Lf
there is any walkthrouwgh for "THE MHOBERIT, as often on his tape version at
certain points (not always the same one) the game crashed. Mas anyong a
golution that may help him avoilid "bhugegy’ places? His appeal is to end &
gquest started ten years &ago.

If vou have an answey then please contact me or the CEQ (via Jon).

I do have a disc version on QRICDOS,and can supply it to the CEQ if they
want dit. T don't think that all tape versions were bugged as T know for a
fact that an ex—-0UM reader in Norfolk (a high-vanking police officer ,whose
Name @ECapes mw) has completed “THE MHOBRIT . T will contact Bim when 1 dig
aout his !

;
i



P

form pldrals An Boglish by adding O b b
@ osibi i ant souncd then the Cowenadeln b be oo lesr ly e
Grtley weneels b
BOCE makes ROQKES ang WISE makes RISBES,

PO LA e nown has
sar el s we acded  TER. In

At oone time only the semi-literate put apostraophe + & in & pluwal.  The
pwner of some country cottage might advertise TEA'S but on the whole Lt was
not a common ervor.  Nobt so today. Within a hundred yards of my house there
is oan advert that says: LOG'S8 S0LD HERE. Many Asians have had to earn their
Living in  England before they couwld speak English correctly and the result
nowadays 16 shop windows with adverts Like SECOND HANMD BOOK &.

POrAminal ! owe exclalm.  "Youw don’t form pluals with apostrophe 8.

Ofy ma®™? Then what about CD's and FCs  and  TEM's  and  reminiscences
abhout the 60 &%

You  cannot  blame & chilad who has learned to wreite "In the 60sg" if he
i

wrrdtes "In the siqxty's" instead of "In the sixbies.

woancd Gs"  and
nent among  the

Tha rot beges ma b de Acier . We wenre told "Mind yowe B
hard to  get rid of the technigue. Nor dis there agr
ary punddts on how to o eliminate the fauwlt.

soagree that we shouwld write the plural of  &ll  acronyms
followsd by & @small "s". Acronyms are NOUNS made up of
dndtial g, LAke NATO and UND and TEM and PO, We sbouwld  do o the  same
with numt anc lethters.  "We didn’t have eoodan bhe s, "Mind youwr Fe
and @s" (using capitals followed by & small "s").

But you can 't oahangs "Dotting the 4's and  orossing  the t's'" by putting
rmpifalw, We  clon "t doat & s

with

yital oo "Dotbting the Is' won't work, and
etettdng the ds! wouwld be even more ctfnLJ"C]ttan"tﬁan o gooad o bad owe are sbuek
with it and only by weiting. "datting each "1 a&nd crossing each " could
WE BSOS DE .

Bk owe o ouwght bo do what we can to discowrage apostrophe plueals where
possible, and sa [ beg of you to write CDs and FCs and the 90s from  now  on
and to encowrage others to do the same. T can hesr some-—-one nuweoe "On what
atthority does he ask us to do this?"  If youw had mace a comparative study
af the literary gilants of this century, of FOWLER and FARTRIDEE and BURG
o nmame  but o three, youw o woawld find di%agwammant amang  them which, in bhe
absence of & Roval Academy to settle disputes, gives us suwfficlent grounds

for adopting any stance we can logically Justify.

Iogo back to omy ordginal statement. Tt dsn't that CD's is incorrect.
What enters into common usage hecomes acceptable and therefore correct. Bat
when a pattern can be shown  to lead ws  into  ambiguity, then we must
back=-pedal and avold using that pattern so that futuwre generations will reap
the  benefits. Using apostrophe -+ s in GD's leads to writing the pluwral of
computer as computer 's.

Next month well deal with "To DOS or not to DOST". How far can we use
acronyms and BASIC code words as Lf they were real verbs and nouns? What
Little horrors have they spawnecd?

Meanwhile heve's my Cip for the monthy-

33

They tell ws "FPUT L before B exeept sf ter OV,

it

o what  about THEIR, DEITY, FEIGN, HEIR, BEIGE, DEIGN, FEINT, GEIST,
GBS, NE T G ME T THER

GELIGER = COUNTER ,  HETGHT, WEITGHT, LEITBURE, METC

(AR oy Y e o I e il ol o e AN § By A ) o ) oy Y | el S Y p84N el marias RTINS RO
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MERE FROM AN

Ttoowasn ot until D owas forty . (many decades ago) that T oresalised what
WES  WImCNE

"Wae I befors E except after C but only 1LfFf the sound  is  EEE B M LA
vou  look at the above words, not one af them has an EE sound. They have AY
e An NETGH or o T6H as din MHEIGHT, but none of then has & pure EE. The
amended  ruwle  works with very few exceptions. Bat youw MUST add "BUT ONLY I[F
THE SOUND 16 EEEE

The odd exception, like SETZE and WEIR puts the E before the | although
the sound is EEE.  Babt at least the vule I gilve above is well worth wsing.
Whegan T owseo the old rule as & ehild T was more of ten wrong than right.

We say that the edxception MAEES the rule. But if 4t breaks 1t too
of ten then there’'s no point in baving & rule in the first place. Nobody in
thair  right  mind wowld attempt to give a rule thalt justif. ther different
ways of pronouncing the letters "OUEBH" dn words Like ROUGH, COUGH,  THOWEH ,
BOUGEH , THROUGH , THOWUGHT @t .

Nest @ven me .

See youw next month,

= FRANK BOLTON

8 T O Mo R T UEn s T E
e ds youwr last ohance to get your tickets for the Aylesbuwry ORIC MEET on
Satuwrday July Both.

The price of & ticket is £ pouncds.

Tickets for  the GRAND RAFFLE will be available on the day at a pound sach.
Those not attending can buy raffle tickets from OUM.

Tickets for THE MEET,along with & map,and raffle tickets (Wwhere purchased)
will be despatched with the July lssue of (UM,

Food  will be on sale at lunch-time in the form of either a barbecus or
fish'n'chips. I still have to finalise the detaills. Bar  refreshments
will,of cowse,bse on hand.

What's plannned for  the evening - dt's & little early yebt to confirm
detalls, but should either be a Disco in & local pub or a Harbecue at my
Mesme

b5

Jon  Haworth will be bringing his PC to THE MEET. Me will be showing us how
to wuse the [NTERNET,how the ORIC emulator works, and will show us  all  youwre
favourite ORIC arcade games and adventures vunnding on the FC.

An event NOT to be missed!

GET YOUR TICKETS NOw!!H!
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The wisest man I know (my father), once said. "If vyou want
ta generate light, it doesn’'t do any harm to generate & little heat
with it now  and then." HMe died 35 years ago, bult his precepts live
an. o tell Steve:r no offence meant by MY comments, and none taken by
4[@. Iowas Jjust a0 gob-smac o that he cowld  have  thought  that I

fwasn Tt suwre of the wsage’ that I launched myself into an explanatory
article. At least we ' ve given readers something to waken them up. We
@even goat a mention (albelt a negative one, with the usual sideswipe at
QUMY din CEQ. Not bad for a little "unassuming" mag like ouwrs.

I would like tao thank the people who have written in  to  say
thanks for  the ¢grammar  arbticles. So it seems thalt the series will
coantinue , though 1 e b liseiplineg myse ] f e Brevity.
Thanks also  to Steve for starting the ball rolling. And as you say,
Dave, if we can’'t dedicate a few pages to articles about music  and
Stracdivarius  and "alternative micros” and ouwr own native language in
an i Magazine, then the mag wouldn 't deserve to live.

CED showld take noter - we wowldn 't dare risk lese-majesty by
writing to France as we wr-ite to you, Dave, month after month or  chat
mevredly away to o yow  on o the phone. Ferhaps that’'s why OUM i in no
danger of foalding from lack of material  which its readers consider
interesting  albeit on  "such  Orde drrelevant topics as Stradivarius
vieling and English Lingu s, D owilll o explain to OUM readers this
e dvacte  Joke, whidch ot might generate beat amongst OUM readers
not in on it. ’

CEO ds & French ORIC magazine with 31 French membars  and &4
from  the LR In radary  they wrote  (to me) on page 3. "Hello
Frankoo.. Youwr  BEnglish  cowrses  wouwld cevtainly  come  in weeful,
6 Lally  to o those French youngsters who got & Telestrat £ o
Phwi%tm”ﬁ”" The  same mﬁ"mvinw in o Apedll,  compenting  on Bteve s
@ueallent L]AHLVHYLU% artiole  and my  Linguwistic articles in OUM
Wi e e “hul Lhase arbtioles have nothing to do here,  no mather  how
interasting Lhmy can e Meaning, in rnT?wquial Eng lish rather than
FRENMEL LS, that they are so Orde drrelevant’ as to be unsuiltable for
GEC,  but  that Dave will wse anylbhing “to top wp the mag.” (Thelr
W el .

,
f Dear Dave,

g

¢

Bo my BEnglish lessons for French Orlec owners are most welcome
o CEQ readers, buwt for QUM ..o "Ohy no my cdes GRO would prefer -t
closs  the mag  cather than let  down owe standards with sttt Like
that!" (Not their words, but a falr precis of their editorial.) What
shicks  An my gullet is that CEQ didn’t cdirvect their crilticism openly
at OUM as T am doing here to CEC. They simply sideswiped ws  with
innuence, as 4f to name Lt directly wouwld be beneath thedr dignity. 1
have written to them, with my wsuwal charm, applawding the agility of
thedir ‘veolte face (French for Ctwo-faced’ behaviows) and cancelling
my subscription. T hope the remalning 23 English CEQ members will use
thadr dnfluence to protect QUM from French derision. Mow  smuwg  they
must feel to know that, as thedlr pages shrink and thelr numbers sink,
thaey can take solace, on thelr downward spiral, in  bitching against
QUM as At grows stronger. (Am T generating light, heat, or smerely
gleafully stirmring? N raffle tickets for guessing the correct
answer) Do I hear the muwrma of ‘perfidicus Albion’?

B0 -~ God bless  yowr  ungrammatical little soul, Dave, — God
protect ws from yows devilish sense of humowr, and Bod give yvou  and
OUM many yvears more to delight and sueprise ws.

Who loves vou, baby?

Youre, eho.
CFyan b))
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BRIANS PAGE -~ JUNE 1994 -
CORRESFOND FEGFLE PLEABE

WELCOME ONE AND AlL. = LAST MONTHS POSER ANSHER I8 A8 FOLLOWS - THE  NEXT
THREE FERFECT NUMEERS ARE @ 28 , 496 & 8128 -~ DID YOU MANAGE TO  WORE IT
ouT

THIS MONTH WILL BE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT - LITTLE CHIT CHAT AND MORE FQSERS -~
SIX IN ALL -~ 80 SEND ME YOUR ANSWERS aNMD RECEIVE ONE FREE RAFFLE  TICKET
WHETHER YOU ARE CORRECT OR MOT (CANT BE EAD) !

GBOOLETS GET OTHE BOLL ROLLLING WITH. o

1Y IR OORIC = 4% AND ATMOS = &7 , WHAT DOES TELESTRAT EQUAL 7
&) IF SHELL = 77345 AND 8OLL = 7105 , WHAT IS5 Q077834 7

) T CAN BUY & OFOR FIFTY FENCE , S50 FOR QNE FOUNMD AND 100 FOR ONME  FOLND
FIFTY PENCE ~ WHaT AM T 7

4) HOW MANY DAYS IN A WEER P YES THE AMSWER I8 SEVEM - THEREFORE  WE  CAN

Sy
DaYe x 7 s WEE

FOR DIETTS - THE  SAME  LETTER
ME WHAT THE MULLTIFLICSTION T8 .

FORC THIS POSER SURSTIT
FERRESENTENG  THE SOME DIGLT

SY  EVEN MUMBER CAN RBE  FORMED  BY  ADDING  TOGETHER  TwWd  ODD  FRIME
IMLIMESEEFE COUNTING 1 A8 A FRIME. FOR EXAMMLGE FOUR I8 T UM OF TR AN
COME (4310 . SBOME MUMBERS MAY BE FORMED IN MORE THAN  ONE  WAY  (EG /

AND  Ga=Be3)

5y BN

CAN YOU WORE OUT WHIOM NUMEER - TN THE  EVEN  RANGE  OF  2-100 .  C&AN  EE
FORMED TN THE MOST FOSSTELE WaAYS Y

AND  FINALLY FOSER NUMEBER &)W, 00

ORTCLAND TS TN A STATE OF CONFUSTONM., THE GOOD BUT ECCOENTRIC IMEG  DAVE  HAS
DECLARED THAT THE LAND MUST G0 HEXIDECIMAL . WAS THIS DUE TO HIM  WEARING
QUT HIe STXTEENTH QRIC COMPUTER  OFR THE BIRTH OF HI&S S1XTEENTH CHILD  (IN
MIS DREAME EM ANMDY OR EVEN (AND MOST  LIKELY) HIS CONTINUED USE OF A
SLXTEEN BIT PC o, TO STORE ALL HIE RECORDES .

N "M’ DAY THE DATE ARRKANGED FOR  THE  CHANGEOVER,ALL  ADDRESSBES MUST  BE
CONVERTED FROM DECIMAL TO HEXIDECIMAL .

THE ONLY FRAISE FOR KING DAVE'S DECISION COMES FROM THE LANDS ONLY  NUMBEER
FRODUCER — THE LOCAL BRASS WORES , WHO ARE SAID TO BE DOING A ROARING
TRADE (WOULD THEY RBE FRETENDING IF THEY SAID THEY HAD 'BRABE IN FOCKET" 7
OH WHAT A FLUN D)

NOW OLD "MUSO ", THE LANDS FOREMOST MUSTOAL EXFERT WHO LIVES AT NUMEBER 53,
AND I8 AGAINST CHANGE (A8 ARE ALl SCOTS -~ A8 IT NORMALLY MEANS EXTRA  COST
), I8 REMATNING STLENT OVER THE I8SUE - HE ENOWS ALL MHE HAS TO DO I8 RE-
ARFANGE HIS NMUMBERS Q38 DECTIMAL = 35 MEX).

NOW THE FOSER .. TF NO ADDRESS HAS MORE THAN  THREE  DIGITES ,  WHeT OTHER
MOLSE NUMEBERS SHARE "MUSO S GO0 FORTUNE 72

THOT & Al FOR THIS MONMTH — MORMAL SERVICE WILL RESUME MEXT MONTH

Fa3 . NGO QFFENCE MEANT-BUT DISCUSSION WELCOME






