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Page 11/12/15 - - CRYSTAL GAZING ON THE ORIC - Peter Bragg continues his theme.

USER UN-FRIENDLY, AND OUT OF DATE (YOU CAN'T LOAD ‘GHOST
GOBBLER’.?? ARE YOU A PC OWNER WITH NO MANUALS??? ARE YOU
HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR ORIC??
ON ANY OF THESE TOPICS, THEN WRITE TO O.U.M, AND WE WILL START A
TEACH-IN.

THE EDITORIAL '

HELLO AND WELCOME,
TO YET ANOTHER EDITION OF ORIC USER

MONTHLY.

I'T SEEMS THAT AS SOON AS ONE ISSUE IS ‘PUT TO BED’, SO ANOTHER IS
EMBARKED ON. THE PAST COUPLE OF WEEKS HAVE BEEN SPENT GOING
ENORMOUS MAILBAG, DESPATCHING

THE NEXT OUM DISC. JUNE IS NOW THE PROPOS]LD DATE FOR ITS
DESPATCL.
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW READERS, AND I SINCERELY HOPE THAT
THEY FIND SOMETHING TO INTEREST THEM IN THIS BUMPER ISSUE.
1 HAVE BEEN USING ‘WORDPERFECT’ FOR ‘WINDOWS’ TO SOME EXTENT
FOR THIS ISSUE, AND MUST AGREE WITH THE ‘MUSQ’ THAT IT SEEMS A LOT
SLOWER THAN ‘WORD-SPEED’ FOR THE TRUSTY ATMOS. IT IS NICE TO TRY

Page 4/5/6/7 - - - READERS LETTERS - just some of the mail.

TWO LISTINGS - from the ever active Fabrice Frances.
THE 8-BIT A to Z - Steve Marshall looks at our favourites in part 13.

Page 14/15/16/17 - RAMBLING IN THE ROM (Pt.80) - Jon
reaches the half-way point.
Page 18 - - - - BITS ‘n’ BOBS

Page 19 - - - - THE WELSH WIZARD - More from Brian.
Page 20 THE BLANK PAGE - DIDN’T KNOW IF!!!

Page 21 O-TECH SOFTWARE SOLUTION - an offer from
Mark Oxley for PC support and a cracking meal!

Page 22 THE BACK PAGE

HELP/ADVICE

HAVE YOU GOT THE EMULATOR AND FIND THE ‘README’ FILE A LITTLE

IF YOU ARE HAVING PROBLEMS




INTEL INSIDE

The latest addition to the ‘DICK’ collection of computers is a brand new PC.
Purchased from ‘ESCOM’ and with a ‘Commadaore’ logo, it has a Pentium 60 processor,

quad-speed CD-ROM, 15" svga Monitor, 3.5" floppy drive, 25 watt speakers, and of course

the much maligned WINDOWS ¢95.
Less than a week after purchase it had to be replaced as the chip kept over - heating. 1

could fill pages on the problems encountered in trying to buy it and then trying to get it
working correctly. Yawn, yawn, and so I won’t. The only real problems now left appear ta

be lack of memory to run certain of Matthews memory hungry games. Thanks to
help/advice from Nick Haworth, Mark Oxley, and the support team at ICL; it appears that

we are getting there!
The new PC is set up in the lounge, as it is to be a family item - my wife is currently hooked

on a couple of the card games that we have. The old ATMOS is safely set up in Matthews

bedroom.
The next stages for me include transferring Oric software via the Emulator, and eventually

setting anto the ‘NET’, so that I can communicate quickly with the ORIC ‘technes’ out
there.

HOPPED OVER

Producer of Atmos and Interface Systems, Steve Hopps called into the office recently. He
has been busy working on a system including a 3.5" drive. Steve had hit a snag. Fortunately
by trial and error we solved the problem. I wan’t embarrass him by letting on about what

caused the problem!

STOLEN GOODS

During my recent week long vacation, my wife and I decided to spend a nice week-end In
my hometown of Gosport. I knew it wasn’t to be when it started snowing as we set ofl.
Worse was to come, when after spending 3 hours picking out a 25th. Wedding Anniversary
present for my sister; I was infermed by her and her husband that I was 2 years early!
The ‘Icing on the cake’, was when we were about to leave on the Sunday morning, and

realised that the car had been broken in to. In the boot were some Atmeos returns destined
for Steve Hopps. If you hear of anybody wearing by new blue coat trying to sell non-
working ATMOSs with no power supplies, then I would appreciate it if you smacked them

in the mouth for me!
DAVE WILLIS READS ‘COMPUTER SHOPPER’!

SHOPPER!' has just given a nice write-up on OUM. Dave has a whole host of Oric goodies to sell, as he has gone

over to a PC,
Amongst the items are: Atmos, Oric 1, MCP plotter, Modem, Opelco twin 3" drive system, Oric Books, pre-

production version of Sedoric, much cassette and disc software,magarines. Dave was very friendly with Geoff

Philips and has work that we may not have seen previously.
If anyone Is interested in any of the above items,then would they please let me lmow. I can then make an offer

to Dave for the whole package and distribute as per your requirements. Much of the disc software is un-
catalogued,and so if you want some cheap 3" discs to peruse through and possibly re-format; let me know.
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DEAR DAVE,

REGARDING PETER

THORNBURN'S QUESTIONS ABOUT
PRINTER UTILITIES IN APRILS ISSUE
OF Q.U.M, I NOTICED THAT HE
MENTIONED ‘ORIC-CAD’ IN HIS
LETTER AND 1 ASSUME THAT HE
HAS OUMDISC NO.2 WITH THIS
PROGRAM ONIT.

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT
ALTHOUCH THE ‘ORIC-CAD?

MANUAL WHICH CAME WITH THE
DISC, ONLY REFERS TO THE ORIC
MCP40 PRINTER,THERE ARE IN
FACT TWO HIRKS SCREEN DUMPS
FOR EPSON & EPSON COMPATIBLE
PRINTERS ON THE DISC. THE FILE
SCR9506 ON OUMDISCNQ.ZIS A
SCREENDUMP CIVING A 4" WIDE
PRINTOUT ONLY. THE FILE
CADDUMP IS A SCREENDUMP
GIVING AN 8" WIDE PRINTOUT,AND
ALSO THE 4" PRINTOUT (AS IN
SCR9500). _

TO USE THE UTILITIES, LOAD
‘CADDUMP’, THEN TYPE ‘HIRES’
AND THEN LOAD A HIRES SCREEN
(FOR INSTANCE A LINE DRAWING
FROM OUMDISC NO.J). IF YOU
WANT A 4" WIDE PRINTOUT THEN
TYPE: CALL #95EQ.

SCR9500 QCCUPIES MEMORY
FROM#A#9500 TO #9600 AND CADDUMP

OCCUPIES FROM #9500 TO #9°704.
THE ONLY PROBLEM I HAVE
ENCOUNTERED IS WITH THE

‘DONALD' PICTURE ON OUMDISC

NO.5 (FOR EXAMPLE) WHERE THE

PICTURE IS PRINTED INCORRECTLY
- THE WHITE PORTIONS ARE

PRINTED BLACK! PERHAPS
SOMEONE HAS AN ANSWER FOR

THIS?
- CHRIS EVANS (NORTHAMPTON)

DEAR CHRIS, I'M SURE

CONTENTS

<<Table of Contents will generate
here>>

READERS LETTERS

THAT PETER AND OTHERS WILL BE
PLEASED TO GET THE INFOQ.

REGARDING ‘DONALD’' - THAT
CAME FROM NICK HAWORTH. 1

BELIEVE ORIGINALLY FROM A P.C.
PERHAPS NICK HAS AN ANSWER.

R A - - - L il el
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DEAR DAVE,

TA FOR LATEST

MAGAZINE. PERHAPS THE MOST
INTERESTING BIT THIS MONTH WAS
THE NEWS OF A WORKING MIDI
INTERFACE. JON BRISTOW TOLD ME
SOME TIME AGO THAT ‘SONIX’
CONFORMED TO MIDI STANDARD,

5O IT SHOULD NOT BE TOO
DIFFICULT TO GET ‘SONIX’ TO RUN

THE INTERFACE.

GO FORIT
TREVOR!

P.S. WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE
‘BASIC’ LISTINGS YOU PROMISED

TO PRINT IN THE MAG. AGES
AGOT??

- STEVE MARSHALL (EDINBURCH)
DEAR MUSO,

I KNOW THAT JON

BRISTOW IS GETTING IN TOUCH
WITH TREVOR, AND SO HOPEFULLY
SOMETHING WILL BE SORTED OUT
PRIOR TO JON’s TRIP.

YOU'LL BE GLAD TO SEE A ‘BASIC’
LISTING IN THIS ISSUE, COURTESY

TAFORLASTO.UM. I

AM VERY INTERESTED IN THE
AMENDED VERSION OF ORIC
PRESTEL.
CANTHAVE 2 TICKETS FOR THE

‘MEET’ PLEASE. A CHEQUE IS
ENCLOSED (I THINK THE BRITISH
BEEF HAS CGOT TO ME - I CAN'T

REMEMBER WHETHER I'VE SENT
YOU A CHEQUE ALREADY, OR WAS
THAT FOR THE ‘PLAYBOY’

SUBSCRIPTION..)
DO YOU HAVE ANY MCP40 PENS

FOR SALE?

- DAVID GOODRUM (LEIGH ON SEA)
DEAR DAVID,

 FROM YOU PREVIUOSLY. HEY -WHY

P

AS SOON AS I GET A
COPY FROM TREVOR OF THE
PRESTEL SOFTWARE ( HINT,HINT -
TREVOR!), THEN I WILL SEND IT ON.
HADN’T RECIEVED A CHEQUE

SUBSCRIBE TO ‘PLAYBOY', WHEN
YOU CAN BORROW MINE!

I AM COMPLETELY OUT OF PENS,
BUT 1 KNOW THAT BRIAN KIDD HAS

BEEN SUPPLYING READERS WITH

THEM. HE DID PROMISE TO LET ME
KNOW COST INCLUDING POSTAGE.
- DAVE

o . X . /1 . . X . ____ _°___ . - . 3 I =5 ¥ ‘I - ¥ > I _F 3 __ ____ 1 ___ "
e L 4 - 5 e o L %t ., 2 _° » 1 [ _ 1l __§ & R _ . __ _ . ]

DEAR DAVE,
I’'M GLAD TO HEAR
(AND SEED THAT O.UM IS STILL
GOING STRONG - THE INCLUSION OF

AN “ALTERNATIVE MICROS” AREA
IS A GOOD MOVE, AND YOUR

PRESENTATION IS VERY SLICK
INDEED! INO LONGER RUN THE
ALTERNATIVE “OLDIES” BBS, BUT I
AM PUTTING TOGETHER AN
ELECTRONIC PC-BASED MAGCAZINE
OF WHICH I WILL SEND YOU A
COPY AND HOPE YOU CAN GIVE ME
AN HONEST OPINION (PRESUMING
YOU HAVE ACCESS TO A P.C
SYSTEM!).. CAN YOU GIVE ME YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS, AS I WILL SOON
BE GOING TO HULL UNIVERSITY,
AND WILL HAVE ACCESS TO ALL
THAT INTERNET STUFF!
MY COLLECTION OF COMPUTERS
IS CURRENTLY SQO: 486 PC, VIDEO
GENIE, ORIC-1, DRAGON, TANDY CO
CO, ATARI 800XL, ATARI VCS &
VIC20.

- CHRIS DALBY (SEE BELOW)
DEAR CHRIS,

I LOOK FORWARD TO

SEEING YOUR ELECTRONIC MAG.

AM NOT ON THE NET - YET! 1 WILL
SEND YOU ADDRESSES OF THOSE
WHO ARE.

ANYONE WISHING TOWRITE TO
CHRIS, YOU SHOULD NOTE HIS NEW
ADDRESS:

307 PARK AVE WEST, KINGSTON -
UPON - HULL, EAST YORKSHIRE.
HUS 4DG.

- DAVE



MORE READERS LETTERS
DEAR DAVE,

| HAVE RECENTLY DOWN LOADED SOME DATA FROM MY ORIC ATMOS (WHICH HAS TWO 3" CUMANA

DISC DRIVES) TO A CONVENTIONAL PC, AND CONVERTED THE INFORMATION INTO SPREADSHEET AND WORD
PROCESSOR FILES. | THOUGHT SOME OF THE READERS MAY BE INTERESTED IN HOW | DID THIS, AS | WAS TOLOD

BY SEVERAL ‘COMPUTER 3SPECIALISTS , THAT IT WA3 NOT POS3IBLE.
MY PROBLEM WAS THAT | HAD A LARGE QUANTITY (] ,O00KB OF CONVERTED DATA) OF YALUABLE DATA ON DISCS

THAT COULD ONLY BE READ BY THE ORIC. | AM NOW ON MY THIRD ATMOS, THE TWO PREVIOUS ONES HAD TO
UNDERGO MANY REPAIRS TO KEEP THEM WORKING. |'VE REPLACED THE POWER SUPPLY TO DISC DRIVE INTERFACE.

ALSO, I'VE HAD TO COMPLETELY STRIF DOWN MY 3 ' DISC DRIVES ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS NOW, AND THEY
STILL GIVE ME SOME TROUBLE. | HAD TO GET THE DATA OFF THE 3 DISCS ONTO SOMETHING MORE MODERN WHICH
COULD BE ACCESSED BY A CONVENTIONAL PC | FELT | WOULDN'T HAYE LONG BEFORE MY ORIC SYSTEM
COMPLETELY BROKE DOWN AND THE DATA WOULD BE LOST FOREVER.

THE ENCLOSED PAGES DESCRIBE THE METHOD IN MORE DETAIL (WHICH IS PROBABLY TOO LONG TO PUBLISH), BUT
FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY:

1) OBTAIN A BHDIRECTIONAL SERIAL TO PARALLEL CONVERTER. THESE DEYICES ARE USUALLY USED FOR CONVERTING THE
INTERFACES ON PRINTERS.

2) OBTAIN APPROPRIATE ADAPTERS AND CABLES TO CONNECT THE CONYERTER TO THE ORIC’S PRINTER CABLE AND
THROUGH TO THE SERIAL PORT ON A PC.

3) USE THE PROGRAM ‘TERMINAL.EXE’ FROM WINDOWS J. 1 X.
4) USE AN ORIC PROGRAM TO 'LPRINT THE DATA IN TEXT FORMAT TO THE ‘TERMINAL.EXE ' PROGRAM.
%) USF FOR EXAMPLE MICROSOFT ‘EXGCEL’ OR ‘WORD' TO CONVERT THE DATA INTO THE APPROPRIATE FILE FORMAT.

THE ABOVE METHOD USES AllL COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE PARTS, NO WIRING OR SOLDERING IS REQUIRED. HOWEVER THE
COST IS HIGH, AROUND £ | OO FOR PARTS. _
IT ALSO ASSUMES YOU HAVE A REASONABLY MODERNK PC RUNNING MICROSOFT WINDOWS: IBM PC'S, XT'S OR AT S, ARE

NOT GOOD ENOUGH, A 380 MACHINE OR ABOVE 1S REQUIRED.
- COLIN BRADFORD (KEIGHLEY)

DEAR COLIN,
THERF HAS BFFEN SO MUCH GOING ON PECENTLY WITH REGARD TO TRANSFERRING ORIC FILEFS TO A PC

THAT | AM AFRAID |'VE NOT KEPT UP WITH IT ALL. ASSUMING THAT NO ONE WRITES TO TELL ME THAT THERE IS AN

EASIER/CREAPER WAY TO TRANSFER AND USE THE INFORMATION THAT YOU NEEDED TRANSFERRED, THE | INTEND TO PUBLISH
YOUR FULL ARTICLE IN NEXT MONTH'S O.U.M. THOUGH | HAYE PLAYED GAMES ON THE PC VIA ‘EUPHORIC’, | HAYE NOT

YET TRIED USING ORIC WORD-PROCESSORS, DATABASES ETC VIA THE EMULATOR. IT IS SOMETHING | INTEND TO DO.

AN oHINy SEEEE SERED SENS vEMNE RN STEDE TEbny W SuepE Sl T T A SN G eA G ey e oW e AV T R wimlie SRR AEERN SR Gebaind  aelamh i AN GRS I S SR SRS ARG SRR R Weeh AR ARG A AR GEimE G SR G Smhn GG Sne—
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Dear Dave,

following Colin Cook's excellent series ‘THE RAINBOW ORIC’, I enclose two small
demos applying the techniques he gave us (paper & ink attributes, reverse video, patterns of

alternate colours....) To convince you the ORIC has ‘plenty of colours’. It could be said that we
are “Playing with a thousand colours”.

The first program combines 4 small demos in one, some of them you surely have seen befoare,
but the aim is to help you figure out which colours marry well. For example, DEMQO 1 will loop on
the 64 paper/ink colours with a random screen (so up to 4 colours on screen with reverse video)

and you will see how some combinations show unwanted vertical 'lines’ and others shuffle well.
DEMQO 2 goes on with the same study, letting you choose aone of the 64 caombinations and see
what colours you may obtain with no further attributes (playing with reverse video & alternate
colour horizontal lines), pushing the number of colours to an overall 36 if I compute
right(8+8x7/2), with up to 10 colours on the same screen. However, horizontal lines don't marry
very well, so DEMO 3 & DEMO 4 go a step further with alternate bit patterns : DEMQO 3 loops

on 8 masaics of 64 squares on screen, and DEMO 4 details one of these moasaics (the one with
a black background) by looping through the 64 squares. Note that the scheme could even be

improved by alternating background colours on successive horizontal lines (this will be visible in
the first column though, in a bigger way than the usual ‘solid” column found when a paper
attribute is used. This is why DEMO 4 only shows 64 colours, but it could have demonstrated
4 times more colours with the use of reverse video) : so we say an oric with half resolution on

both directions has potentially access to an incredible palette of 4096 colours!
Of course, many colours are identical, and computing the real number is not so straight forward.

I wauld like ta hear your comments on this sub ject.







E LETTERS (Contd.) E

Steve Hopps has kindly offered to supply me with an Atmos and build me a Disk Interface,
which due to work commitments he can't start on until May/June.
I am also interested in any information on the EMULATOR for the PC.

- KEITH DOCWRA (Margate)
DEAR KEITH,

I would certainly like to see all the programs that you have. We have many

‘Tappers’ in the group, who like to type in listings, see where programs have been improved, try
ta improve them themselves, and generally see the techniques invalved. If you would like teo

send them to me (preferably disc, but perhaps a few on cassette while you await your drive
system), then I would be only to happy to test them for Atmos compatibility. We have readers
only to happy to adapt Oric-1 programs to Atmos. Eventually I would pass all to Jon Haworth
for Public Daomain, having first printed a few in Q.UM.

Regarding the EMULATOR - requirements are a '386' or better. For £1.50 you get the
EMULATOR on 3.5" disc. The disc also contains a selection of Oric games both old and new. You
can format an Oric Sedoric disk from your Pc. You can save part played games etc. The
EMULATOR is being up-dated on a regular basis. You alse get an instruction sheet. Send your
money to Jon Haworth. Those requiring an up-date should return their previous disc and a stamp.
You can aiso down-load it from the NET.

Thanks for an interesting introduction to yourself,K and welcome to the club.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

IT IS GREAT TO SEE SO MUCH INPUT COMING FROM YOU - THE READER. IT

IS ALSO GREAT TO SEE THAT WE ARE STILL ATTRACTING NEW READERS.
NEXT MONTH | WILL PRINT READERSHIP FIGURES FOR THE PAST YEAR - THIS
ISSUE WILL GO OUT TO ABOUT 85 PEOPLE, AND THUS NO SUBSTANTIAL FALL
IN READERS. MORE IMPORTANTLY; INPUT HAS BEEN TREMENDOUS. IT IS NO
USE HAVING 120 READERS IF NONE OF THEM PUT ANY INPUT TO THE CLUB.

PLEASE KEEP CONTRIBUTING, AND PLEASE KEEP ‘ORICING’.

66 ooy 97

DON'T FORGET THE MEET
DON'T FORGET THE DATE

DON'T FORGET THE VENUE
WHATEVER YOU DO! - DON'T FORGET




20
30
4 0
50
70
80
90
100
110
120
190
200
205
210
220
230
240
250
260
270
280
290
300
320
325
330
335
340
345

390
400

410
420
430
440
445
450
460
4°70
480
490
500
510
520
530
535
540
550
560
570
590
600
620
630
640
650
660
665
670
680
690
700
710
720
730

: NEXT
REM **x%k*xkk* %% %% %%
:HIRES :CLS:PRINT:PRINT,, "DEMO 2"
: RESTORE
: FOR I=0 TO 3:READ A(I) :NEXT
: DATA 64,127,192, 255

: FOR I=0 TO
: CURSET I*60,0, 3

. NEXT
.FOR I=0 TO

: NEXT
REM **%x%x%dk%k*k****xx
:HIRES : CLS:PRINT:PRINT,, "DEMO 3"
:FOR I=1 TO 100

. NEXT
: FOR E=0 TO

. NEXT
- FOR P=0 TO
. FOR E=0 TO 7

: NEXT

:REM ***kkkkkkkhkd DEMO 4 **kkkhkkdkxkkk*k%*h

:HIRES:CLS:PRINT:PRINT, , "DEMO 4"

:FOR I=1 TO

: FILL 1,40, 85

.  PFILL 1,40,106

: NEXT

: FOR E=0 TO 7

. FOR F=0 TO 7
CURSET 0,0,0
FOR I=1 TO 100

. NEXT

PAPER I

FOR J=0 TO 7
INK J:WAIT 200

NEXT

'/

3

FOR J=0 TO 3

FOR A=1 TO 25

:REM ***x*x*kkkkkdkk*x DEMO ] **k*kdkkhkkkxkkkxk

:HIRES :CLS:PRINT:PRINT, , "DEMO 1"
:A=65536:B=32768 :M=#4040

:FOR I=#A000 TO #BF3E STEP 2

. DOKE I, (A*RND(1)-B OR M) +R

: NEXT -

: FOR I=0 TO

DEMO 2 **%%*%x%k*x*x%k*k*%x*%%

FILL 1,10,A(I):FILL 1,10,A(J)

NEXT
NEXT

PAPER 1T

FOR J=0 TO 7
INK J:WAIT 100

NEXT

~

DEMO 3 **x*xkk%x%k%k%*%*%*

FILL 1,40,85:FILL 1,40,106

'/

CURSET 30*E+6,0, 3

FOR F=0 TO 7
FOR I=1 TO 12

FILL 1,1,E:FILL 1,1,F

NEXT

FILL 1,4,64

NEXT

~

CURSET 30*E, 0,3
FILL 200,1,P+16

NEXT
WALIT 300

100

FILL 1,1,E:FILL 1,1,F

NEXT
WAIT 10
NEXT

&




10
15
20
30
100
110
120
130
140
150
160
220
2000
2010
2020
2030
2100
2110
2120
2130
2140
2150
2200
2210
2220
2230
2240

2250

2290

2300
2310
2320

2330
2340
2350
2400
2410

2420
2430

2440
2450
2460
3000
3010
3020
3030
3040
3050
3060
3070
3100
3110
3120
3999

: CF=4

: POKE#26F, 28 : DOKE#26D, #BRB58

: PAPER CF:INK 7:CLS

: GOSURB 3000

:FOR I=0 TO 5

. FOR J=0 TO I
X=2+4+2*]1+4*J:¥Y=25-5*T+3*xJ
CS=RND (1) *8 :CD=1
IF I THEN GOSUB 2100 ELSE GOSUB 2300

. NEXT '

: NEXT

: END

:REM AFFICHAGE D'UN CURE

: REM AUX COORDONNEES X,Y

:REM -COULEUR FACE SUP: CS

:REM -COULEUR FACE DROITE :CD

: PLOT X+2,Y+3,CD+128

: PLOT X+3,Y+3,"c"

: PLOT X+1,Y+3,160

: PLOT X,Y+3,160

: PLOT X+1,Y,"ar

: PLOT X,Y,CS

: PLOT X+2,Y+2,CD+128

: PLOT X+3,Y+2, "bc™"

: PLOT X+1,Y+2,160

: PLOT X,Y+2,160

: PLOT X,Y+1,"a"

: PLOT X-1,Y+1,CS

: REM AFFICHAGE HAUT DE CURE

: PLOT X+5,Y+1,CF+16

: PLOT X+3,Y+1, "ab"

: PLOT X+2,Y+1,CD

: PLOT X+1,Y+1,CS+16

: PLOT X,Y+1,"a"

: PLOT X-1,Y+1,CS

: PLOT X+5,Y,CF+16

: PLOT X+4,Y,"a"

: PLOT X+3,Y,CD
: PLOT X+2,Y,CS+16

: PLOT X+1,Y,"a"
: PLOT X,Y,CS
: RETURN
:REM DEFINITION CARACTERES
: REPEAT
: READ AS:A=#B400+ASC (AS) *8
FOR Jd=A TO A+7
READ A:POKE J,A
NEXT

cUNTIL AS=" "

: RETURN

. DATA"a",1,3,3,7,15,31,31,63

: DATA"b" ,63,63,63,63,63,63,63,63
: DATA"c" ,63,62,62,60,56,48,48,32
: DATA" ",0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0




The 8-bit A to Z . part 13 @

Welcome, my little Oric chums, to another venture into the past which this
month also dwells on the future. We continue with a look at that marvellous little
beast, the Oric Atmos.

* ORIC ATMOS The Oric—-1 was such a nice machine that there was little that could
be changed to improve the machine, (without completely changing the design). One
thing that reviewers kept mentioning was that any computer that didn’t have a ’real’
keyboard really should have one. The Oric-1 had a very acceptable keyboard but
everyone must have agreed that sticking a ’real’ keyboard on the Oric would be well
worth all the effort, (and extra cost).

So there you have it:- new design, new keyboard with extra function key and a
new ROM (the old one with problems sorted out). While we’'re at 1t let’s give 1t a new
name as well. Voila. One Oric Atmos. (By the way, 1s that slash in the logo half of
the missing 'M’, [from micro]? My brother thought i1t said ’0Ozric’ which makes me
wonder 1if the group ’Ozric Tentacles’ know about Atmoses.) If you connect up a disk
drive with Sedoric to the Atmos it becomes a machine that 1s a huge 1improvement on
the Oric-1. What you get is a computer that is straight forward and easy to use which
is probably why we are still using it 10 years after the company folded.

What else can 1 say? If you want the specifications, go and look 1in your
manual. If you want to know about the Oric’s history buy Jon Haworth’s ’' The Story So
Far..... . If vyou want some software contact Dave who 1s ready to separate you from
your hard earned cash.

*  ORIC TELESTRAT After finding some success with the previous two machines Oric
set about designing a more advanced model. A favourable aspect of the earlier
machines was the Centronics port. This time Oric decided to throw in just about every
useful port going at the time including cartridge ports. In fact the Telestrat relies
on having at least one cartridge in place. It seems strange to me that Oric wanted to
use cartridges when they were so unpopular at the time. Truck loads of Ataris
cartridges were buried in the desert because of poor sales. Just about every new
computer that featured a cartridge port on the top was doomed. (For this reason, 1
always found it curious that games consoles suddenly became so popular).

The Telestrat started life as the IQ64 in Britain, became the Stratos and ended
up as the French Telestrat designed to connect to the French Minitel system.
Communications were a selling point but the price must have put people off. Amstrad
CPC’s and MSX’s became more popular and Oric went bust - again.

Without doubt Tangerine/Oric created good machines which had a bit of style,
were well built and gave the customer pretty much what he wanted. However Oric were
never at the forefront of technology or the market place. Oric were formed after
people 1like Apple and Sinclair had established the whole field of home computers and
they would always be trying to catch up. We all wanted Oric to survive, but somehow
at the bottom of our hearts we were aware that they wouldn’t last. We should be glad
they survived as long as they did.

= Since this article began the computer world has continued to change. The
last bastions of the 8-bit world on the magazine racks have vanished - Amstrad Action
and Commodore Format seem to have died. (RIP).

ST wusers were glad to see Atari World appear. This also seems to have bit the
dust and Atari have now merged with a disk drive manufacturer and look unlikely to
make any consoles or computers again. A sad loss to the world of computer games,
which they pretty much created. |

CD-ROM’s have really taken off and the damn things are plastered on the {front
of virtually every magazine. Along with Windows cover disk’s there 1s now virtually
nothing on the shelves for DOS users.

On a brighter note we should all remember that ’Word Perfect’ for DOS on a 286
is faster than ’'Word Perfect’ for Windows on a 586, and ’Word Speed’ on the Oric 1is
probably quicker than either of them.

We’ll be back to normal next month - see you then.

MUS QO
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Last months article was a change of theme. There was a brief look at a
possible future for the Oric system, plus a not too serious project, using
the Oric to predict the future, in the form of numbers for the National
Lottery. All this was intended to show that the Oric, is at least alive and
well in this neck of the woods. This is the concluding part of the article,
which speculates on the future of computing in general. The idea was to make
a change. I hope that you find it interesting and food for thought.

We all use computers at work and at home. They tend to be regarded by the
majority of people as machines mainly for the office or for games, although
the games aspect seems to have been hijacked to a great extent by the games
consoles. The enthusiasm for computers, has more or less died out and at the
moment it is only Internet and Multi Media that keep the general public's
interest alive. Active computer enthusiasts such as those in the Oric user
groups, are now something of a rarity. Even so, the future holds some
excliting possibilities for those of us who are active in computing.

Step back and take a wider look and you will find that some people are using
computers for all sorts of things that you wouldn't normally expect. For
example at a recent exhibition, I saw a computer linked up to an embroidery
machine, which 1s not the first thing that comes mind when thinking of
computers. However, they were doling a roaring trade in embroidered badges,
so 1t must have been a very successful combination.

Linking computers to machinery requires some mechanical and electronic skill,
but 1t certainly doesn't require an advanced computer. The Oric is ideal for
this sort of thing. To some extent, it is a very similar exercise to that of
linking the computer to a musical instrument, as per MIDI for example.

Time and money are an obvious consideration for any keen computer buff.

I must confess that my own projects are usually those that don't require a
great deal of finance, or very long periods of concentrated attention, but I
am quite happy with a project that can be dealt with in several stages.

However, back to the future, which for me, seems to lie with the laptop

machines. The current desktop machines may be powerful, but they are also
large and clumsy and take up a lot of room. Although laptop computers are
expensive, they have been coming down in price and the facilities they

offer are improving all the time. Laptop computers exhibited in the
PC show at Olympia in November, last year, were quite an eye opener.

The display is so good on some laptop computers, that I am a bit surprised
that no one has used the same setup to produce a laptop monitor (and TV),
which could then be used with any computer.

Let's face 1t, the biggest pain in computing at the moment is the display
monitor, as used by most desktop computers. When it comes to a question of
portability, there are many desktop computers old and new that can be picked
up and tucked under one arm, but the problem is that you need a monitor as
well. The average monitor is very fragile, bulky and heavy and also very
awkward to carry. The Oric can get away with a small TV, but most machines
now, really need a good 17" multiscan monitor, at least, to get the best out
of them. Monitors of that size, not only weigh a ton, but also take up a lot

of desk space and really are the most inconvenient part of any desktop
computer system.




It's strange, that the flat screen monitor (and TV) haven't arrived a lot
sooner than this. Surely manafacturers must have the technology by now to
produce a reasonable size flat screen display ? A flat screen monitor,

would make it a lot easier to accomodate more than one display screen in
your workspace (providing you could afford it !). Think of the possibilities
Of a multiscreen display, that you could simply hang on the wall.

Another item, this time seen at the Acorn Show, was a graphics tablet. OK,
graphics tablets have been around for quite a few years. However, this one
was 1n a totally new league. There were no cables to the pen and it was also
pressure sensitive and was therefore able to mimic at least one of the mouse
buttons. Better still, it was possible to use it in the same way as a real
pencil, but with all the advantages of a computer graphics package, in
addition. Anyone who has tried to draw with a "mouse" will appreciate the
distinction. Unfortunately, the starting price was about £600 for a very

small tablet, so it looks as if I shall have to wait a while for the price
to drop to something nearer my range.

In the meantime I use a trackerball instead of a mouse. A trackerball is
easier to control when drawing although it is not as good as a mouse for
"drag and drop" filing operations, however, that wouldn't matter on less
advanced systems.

There are a large number of drawing and sketching packages, but most of them
seem to be aimed at the professional designer/draughtsman and artist. Those
I have seen and tried are good, but tend to be a bit slow and cumbersome for
simple circuit or plan sketching. It is often quicker in the long run to use
paper and pencil. What I would like to see sometime in the near future, is a
quick and simple drawing package, that is the sketching equivalent of the
simple wordprocesor. Perhaps there is such a package, but I haven't come
across 1t so far.

Some years ago, I started to write my own version of a simple sketching
program for the Oric to drive the Tandy/Oric printer plotters. It was one of
the rare occasions that I have used Basic to write software. However, the
problem was the printer. This could only be driven accurately across the
roll ("X" co-ordinates), but not down the roll ("Y" co-ordinates). As a
result, I found that even if you tried to draw a simple rectangle, the

lines would not meet up correctly, on the printout. A pity because the old
Oric printer was first class in most other respects. Never mind, there are

other possibilities in this field and I aim to have another try, soon.

Finally, we come to the device that launched the home computer revolution,
the microprocessor. Our computers are designed around the microprocessor,
also known as the central processing unit (CPU) which is the main component
that decides what operations the computer is capable of.

Steve Marshall's "Chip Family Tree" article in the April 96 OUM, covered
developments in this field, very well, but what's the next step going to be ?

The latest "Pentium" chip is a miracle of modern electronic engineering, but
1t's sheer complexity make future improvements, harder and harder to achieve,
each time. In addition the Pentium's high power requirements and the heat
that 1t generates, are not helping it, in the growing "laptop" market.

The result i1s that the Pentium chip is beginning to look more and more like
a dead end.
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Remember the "Pentium's" complexity resulted in the famous bugs that

cropped up in it and it's predecessors. These are not like software bugs,
which are bad enough, but instead are built into the silicon chip 1tself.
Removing them, means going right back to the microprocessor design stage and
Costs many millions of dollars. Even that doesn't solve all problems, when
the faulty chip has been sold to users and incorporated in software. There
has to be a better way to improve performance without increasing complexity.

Obviously a new approach is needed and my own feeling is that the future in
this respect is Acorn shaped. However, I also feel that Acorn 1tself, may
well not survive into that future, which is a pity.

As most people know, Acorn originally produced the BBC Micro and in 1987,
they launched the worlds first successful 32 bit RISC chip. This
microprocessor was the "Acorn RISC Machine" (ARM) and was used as the CPU
for a revolutionary new computer, which came complete with a "Windows 95"
lookalike. The computer and it's ARM chip upset a lot of the big players in

the computer trade, as I know to my cost and it took them more than six
vears to re-invent their own system.

SO what 1s a RISC chip ? Well, all those micropfocessors'(CPUs) 1n Steve's
"Chip Family Tree" are known as "Complex Instruction Set Chips" (CISC).

There is a well known rule in computing called the "20/80" rule, which
applies to all CISC microprocessors, including the Pentium chip, that in
effect states that, 80% of all software, uses just 20% of the available
microprocessor instructions. That 20% used, are mostly simple instructions.

Complex instructions need much more silicon area than simple ones and often
can be more efficently programmed in software, so the aim was to produce an
efficent "Reduced Instruction Set Chip" (RISC) instead of a complex one.

Now 1f you can reduce the instruction set to the bare minimum in the design

i1cent,
. This also
drastically cuts power requirements and the waste heat, that needs to be

dissipated safely. It also makes the microprocessor much cheaper to produce.

The trick is to know what instructions to design into the chip and here
Acorn succeeded where others failed. The first ARM computers were twelve
times faster than their "PC" rivals. Acorn continued developing the ARM chip
and eventually formed a new and very successful company, together with Apple

Computer and VLSI Technology, called Advanced RISC Machines Ltd., to develop
the ARM chip.

One of the latest ARM chips now on offer is the StrongARM SA-110, which
comes 1in three versions. The slowest runs at 100MHz (115 MIPs), dissipates
about 300mW and can run off a couple of penlite batteries. A faster version
runs at 200MHz (230 MIPs) and dissipates 900mW. It's nearest rival, the
Hitachi SH4, hopes to achieve 200 MIPs and dissipate 1.4W, but it doesn't
exist yet. By contrast, the "PowerPC" runs at 60 MIPs and dissipates 1.2W.

Processor speed is a good selling point, but it's not everything. A reduced
instruction set makes software writing easier and compatability easier to
achieve. The latter is particularly important to the "PC users". Software
writing is the weakest aspect of computer technology today. Of course
nothing about the future is guaranteed. In video recording, VHS was inferior
to the Beta format, but what did we get in the end ? You, the computer user
decide the future when you buy. Don't be fobbed off, choose well !! .......



RAMBLING
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Rambling on 1n the maths... this month we reach half way!!

#D2-#D1 --> ACCI
Entry: #D2-#D1 contains the number; C=0 if i1t is negative, C=1 if positive; X contains the desired exponent.
Exit:  floating point number in ACC1

Principle:
[t C=0, the number 1s going to be complemented, that 1s transformed into a negative number.

DF22 LDA #00 DF31 LDA #00 and nullify the remainder of the mantissa
DF24 STA D4 DF33 STA D4 byte 4

DEF26 STA D3 DEF35 STA D3 byte 3

DF28 STX DO DF37 STX DO piace exponent

DF2A STA DF DF39 STA DF product of signs nul

DF2C STA D5 DF3B STA D5 signed nul for the moment as well

DF2E JMP $DB02 DE3D JMP $DB8D adjust the mantissa according to the exponent

YA --> ACCI1 (UNSIGNED)

........................... DF40 STA Dl save high byte
........................... DF42 STY D2 then low byte
........................... DF44 LDX #90 exponent desired=+15
........................... DF46 SEC Indicate positive
........................... DF47 BCS DF31 and end

"ABS’ (FUNCTION)
Remark: the shortest function of all...

DEF31 LSR D5 DF49 LSR D5 indicate ACC1 1s positive
DE33 RTS DF4B RTS and that’s 1t!

COMPARE ACC1 AND (AY) (OR SGN (ACC1-(AY))
Exit:  See "A=SGN(ACC1)’

Principal:
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Simple, but technically complicated by the fact that ACC1 is in its extended form (sign 1n #D5)

DF34 STA 93 DF4C STA 93 save address of operand
DF36 STY 94 DF4E STY %4 B
DEF38 LDY #00 DF50 LDY #00

DF3A LDA (93), Y DEFS2 LDA (93), Y take exponent

DE3C INY DF54 INY index the mantissa
DF3D TAX DF55 TAX In X

DF3E BEQ DFO4  DF56 BEQ DF13 1f nul, result equal to ACC1

DF40 LDA (93), Y DF58 LDA (93), Y take the sign

DF42 EOR D5 DF5SA EOR D5 1S 1t the same as that of ACCl1
DF44 BMI DFOS8 DF5C BMI DF17 no, result equal to ACCl1

DF46 CPX DO DFSE CPX DO yes, compare to exponent of ACC1

DF48 BNE DF6B DF60 BNE DF83 and result in C if not equal
DF4A LDA (93), Y DF62 LDA (93), Y take back mantissa

DF4C ORA #80 DF64 ORA #80 and force sign (not significant because the
DF4E CMP D1 DF66 CMP Dl sign for ACC1 is in #D5)

DF50 BNE DF6B DF68 BNE DF83 result in C

DF52 INY DF6A INY byte 2 of the mantissa

DF5S3 LDA (93), Y DF6B LDA (93), Y

DEF5SS CMP D2 DE6D CMP D2

DEF57 BNE DF6B DF6F BNE DF83

DF59 INY DF71 INY

DF5SA LDA (93), Y DF72 LDA (93), Y byte 3 of the mantissa

DEF5C CMP D3 DF74 CMP D3

DFSE BNE DF6B DEF76 BNE DF83

DF60 INY DF78 INY

DF61 LDA #7F DF79 LDA #7F place sign in C

DF63 CMP DF DF/B CMP DF according to the extension bit

DF65 LDA (93), Y DF/D LDA (93), Y byte 4

DF67 SBC D4 DF7F SBC D4 exit Z=1, C=1, A=0 if result nul
DF69 BEQ DF93 DF81 BEQ DFAB

DEF6B LDA DS DEF83 LDA D5 take sign of ACCl1

DF6D BCC DF71 DF85 BCC DEF89 1if ACC1>(AY), result equal to ACCl1
DEF6F EOR #FF DE87 EOR #FF otherwise sign inverted

DF71 JMP $DFOA DF89 JMP $DF19 and put the sign (or its inverse) in ACC1

ACCl1 --> #D4-#D3-#D2-#D1 (SIGNED)
Exit:  #D7=Y=0

Principle:

Firstly the routine verifies if it is possible, courtesy of the exponent. Llkewise, the result being signed,
the routine compements eventually. After decrementing the mantissa the desired exponent (31) is obtained. To
achieve this it is necessary to enter some noughts to the left for a positive number, and ones for a negative
number. #D7 indicates which.

#D7 1s assumed to be nul, so it is only initialised if must equal #FF. So, if it is not in fact nul, the

decrementing 1s erroneous: POKE #D7,1: PRINT 1 gives... 1.00065793 !!

DEF74 LDA DO DESC LDA DO take exponent

DF76 BEQ DFC2 DEFSE BEQ DFDA 1f nul, mantissa nul as well
DF78 SEC DFS90 SEC

DF79 SBC #AO0 DF91 SBC #AO0 ensure exponent= +31
DF7B BIT D5 DF93 BIT D5 test sign of ACCl1

DF7D BPL DF88 DF95S BPL DFAOQO 1f positive, OK

DF7/F TAX DF97 TAX otherwise, surplus exponent in X
DEF80 ., LDA #FF DF98 LDA #FF prepare to fill with ones

DE82 STA D7 DFSA STA D7

DF84 JSR $DBAF DF9C JSR $DCO08 and complement the mantissa
DF87 TXA DFO9F TXA recover excess in A



DE88 LDX #DO DFAO LDX #DO0 prepare index for shifts

DESA CMP #F9 DFA2 CMP #F9 are there more than 8 shifts
DESC BPL DF9%4 DFA4 BPL DFAC no, jump

DF8E JSR $DBFB DFA6 JSR $DC54 yes, do the shifts

DF91 STY D7 DFA9 STY D7 and recover the justification value

Do 8 shifts of the mantissa

DF94 TAY DFAC TAY save surplus exponent
DF9S LDA D5 DFAD LDA D5 take sign

DEF97 AND #80 DFAF AND #80 In b7

DF99 LSR DI DFB1 LSR Dl do the first shift
DEF9B ORA DI DFB3 ORA Dl and include the sign
DF9D STA Dl DEFBS STA DI and save 1t

DF9F JSR $DC14 DFB7 JSR $DC6B shift

DFA2 STY D7 DFBA STY D7 Y =0

DFA4 RTS DEFBC RTS

'INT” (FUNCTION)

Principal:
Convert ACC1 to an integer if possible (if ACC1 is a very high number, it is already an integer). This
gives an exponent of 0.

DFAS LDA DO DEFBD LDA DO take exponent

DFA7 CMP #A0 DEBF CMP #A0 1ff greater than 31, nothing to do

DFA9 BCS DFCB DFC1 BCS DFE3

DFAB JSR $DF74 DFC3 JSR $DF8C convert to 1nteger in #D4-#D3-#D2-#D1

DFAE STY DF DFC6 STY DF new extension=0

DEBO LDA DS DFC8 LDA D5 take sign . ~

DEB2 STY D5 DFCA STY D5 indicant positive sign for the moment
DFB4 EOR #80 DFCC EOR #80 invert the sign

DFB6 ROL A DEFCE ROL A in C (to prepare justification)

DFB7 LDA #AO DFCF LDA #A0 indicate exponent=31

DEB9 STA DO DED1 STA DO

DEBB LDA D4 DEFD3 LDA D4 take low byte

DFBD STA 24 DFD5 STA 24 in #24 (bO=parity of number for ’*’)

DFBF JMP $DB02 DFD7 JMP $DBSD justify the mantissa according to exponent in C

Reduce mantissa to nul

DFC2 STA Dl DEFDA STA Dl byte 1

DEC4 STA D2 DFDC STA D2 byte 2

DFC6 STA D3 DFDE STA D3 byte 3

DFC8 STA D4 DFEO STA D4 byte 4

DFCA TAY DFE2 TAY and justification =0
DEFCB RTS DFE3 RTS

DFCC JMP SE848 DFE4 JMP $E981 take a Hex number in ACC1

PICK UP A NUMBER IN ACCl1

Entry: A contains the frist character of the expression, C=0 if it is a number, 1 if not. This routine is also
called by the VAL function, which explains why the + and - signs are not necessarily coded.

Exit:  ACCI contains the number, #E9 points to the first character which could not be interpreted.

System variables used:
#FCC number of digits after the comma

#CD exponent (base 10)



#CE b7=1 if in the decimal part of the number
#CF b7 =s1gn of exponent
#DO-#D3S ftloating accumulator
#D6 sign of the accumulator (0 or #FF)
DFCF LDY #00 DFE7 LDY #00
DFD1 LDX #0A DFE9 LDX #0A empty the #CC-#D6 zone
DED3 STY CC, X DFEB STY CC, X 1.e. ACCI1 and pointer
DEDS DEX DFED DEX
DFD6 BPL DFD3 DFEE BPL DFEB exit: X =#FF
DFD8 BCC DFED DFFO BCC EQ005 jump 1f numeral
DFDA CMP ## DFF4 CMP #'# 1s 1t indicator for a Hex number?
DFDC BEQ DFCC DFF6 BEQ DFE4 yes, evaluate Hex number
DFDE CMP #-° DFF6 CMP #°- 1S 1t indicator for a negative number?
DFEO BNE DFE6 DFF8 BNE DFFE (for the VAL function alone)
DFE2 STX D6 DFFA STX D6 yes, negative sign (#D6-#FF)
DFE4 BEQ DFEA DFFC BEQ EO002 and continue for next character
DFE6 CMP # +° DFFE CMP # +’ 1s 1t a plus?
DFE8 BNE DFEF EOO0 BNE EO07 yes, just ignore
DFEA JSR S00E2 E002 JSR $00E2 take next character
DFED BCC EOSE EOQO0S BCC E062 annd jump 1if numeral
DFEF CMP #’. EQ07 CMP #°. 1S 1t the decimal point?
DFF1 BEQ EO2B EO09 BEQ E039 yes, jump
DFF2 CMP #’F’ EOOB CMP #F’ 1s 1t the exponent indicator?
DFF5 BNE EO3B EOOD BNE EO3F no, end of evaluation
Evaluate the exponent
DFF7 JSR $00E2 EOOF JSR $00E2 takke first character of exponent
DFFA BCC EOID EO12 BCC EO02B jump 1f numeral
DFFC CMP #&- EO14 CMP #&- 1s the exponent negative?
DFFE BEQ EOO0O EO16 BEQ E026 yes, indicate it
EOO0 CMP #°-’ EO19 CMP #°- the same for VAL
EOO02 BEQ EOOE EO1IA BEQ E026 and the same treatment...
EO04 CMP #&+ EOIC CMP #&+ 1s the exponent explicitly signed +?
EOO6 BEQ EOl1A EOIE BEQ E028 yes, just ignore
EOO8 CMP # +’° E020 CMP # +’° the same for VAL
EOOA BEQ EOl1A E022 BEQ EO028 and more 1gnoring (!)
EOOC BNE EOI1F EO024 BNE E02D end of number: adjust and exit
EOOE LDA #00 ., negative exponent:
EO10 BCC EO14 .. L '
EO12 LDA #380 e
EOI4 LSR CF i several bytes to set to 1 (C=1)
EO16 ORA CF o L, bit 7 of #CF
EO18 STACF ..., e still equivalent to the next line:
.......................... EO26 ROR CF indicate negative exponent: #CF <0
EO1IA JSR SOOE2 E028 JSR $00E2 take next character
EOID BCC EO085 EO2B BCC E089 and jump 1f numeral, if not=end of number
EOIF BIT CF EO2D BIT CF test sign of exponent
EO21 BPL EO3B EO2F BPL EO3F 1f positive, adjust the number and finish
E023 LDA #00 EO31 LDA #00 1f negative,
E025 SEC EO033 SEC complement the exponent
E026 SBC CD E034 SBC CD In A
E028 JMP $EO03D E036 JMP $E041 and adjust the number and finish
Jon Haworth
Emall: jon@cam.dungeon.com 3 Madingley Road
Oric Mailing List: oric@cam.dungeon.com Cambridge
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BITS ‘n’ BOBS

ON THE NET

Recently on-line on the IINTERNET is Frank Bolton. Frank made a bit of a ‘cock’ of his E-MAIL address. This
meant that he was unable to read his mail. Perhaps those who mailed him prior to the 1st. May would like to re-

send it. Frank had missed the ‘server’ reference from his address. Full address is:
frank@pepa.stayfree.co.uk

Frank tells me that he has been doing some serfous ‘surfing’ over the past couple of weeks. He has been down-
loading classical music and the works of Shakespeare. Franks’ local telephone cable company is one that gives
free ‘local’ calls in the evenings and at week-ends, and therefore he is getting a good deal.

COOK THE YOUNGER

Robert Cook, founder and ex-editor of QUM, and no relation to Colin Cook (COQK - the

elder), has been busy Oric-ing again. He has been learning te program in machine code,
helped by some books and the ‘user friendly’ Peter Bragg articles. Some of you may
remember that Robert wrote a couple of ‘Quilled’ adventures and a Football simulation
some years back. Robert is on the move again. Meanwhile please send any mail for him to:

c/o 7 Overbury Rd., Northfield, Birmingham. B31 2HF.

GET WELL SOON.

Our man in Darlington - Richard Farrell had a lucky escape! Cycling home from work he
was hit by a car, went over the bonnet and landed in front of an articulated lorry, which
luckily managed to stop. He managed to escape with a just a few cuts and bruises. When
he rang his employer to say what had happened, and that he wouldn’t be in the next day, the
reply from the nice boss was: “ What about the rest of the week?”. We must all remember
that we should count curselves lucky if we are working, and that anly death can be deemed

as a good excuse for not turning up for work! One day some of these so-called ‘man-

managers’ will get their come-uppance!
While he is recovering perhaps Richard will have chance to catch up with his Oricing.

AYLESBURY ORIC MEET

I am starting to get applications for tickets for the next ORIC MEET in Aylesbury. Also coming in are promises
@F prizes for the Grand Rafflee. The MEET will take place at the Mandeville Residents Club on Saturday July
20th. Tickets are £2 each (£1 for senior citlizens and unemployed). If you are not coming and want to pay some

raffle tickets - they are £1 each. If you have already sent monies - you should have your raffle tickets for now.
Tickets for the MEET will be sent out with the June or July issue of QUM. Directions for the venue will be

published shortly. Accommodation detalls were published last month. I will be using the same caterers as last
vear - renowned for their Fish,Chips,and British Beefburgers!
Will there be a ‘CRISP’ family juggling act this year? Will Jean Bolleau get through customs? Will Peter

Thornburn or Jon Haworth win the Yard of Ale contest? For the answer to these and other non-related ORIC
topics - BE THERE TO FIND OUT!
If you have something that you wish to demonstrate (preferably ORIC related), then please let me know A.S.A.P.

BON YOYAGE!

As far as I am aware, Viay 27th. 1Is the date that Jonathan Bristow sets off on his voyage
of a lifetime. BEST WISHES, and don’t forget to write.
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" THE BLANK PAGE --- DIDN'T KNOW IF!!

FUNNY NAME FOR A PAGE - WELL THE ANSWER IS AS FOLLOWS: 1

DIDN'T KNOW IF THE WELSH WIZZARD'S ARTICLE WOULD TAKE UP 1 OR
2 PAGES . AND THEREFORE I SAVED 2. IT TRANSPIRED THAT IT ONLY
NEEDED 1, BUT BY THEN I HAD BLOWN OUT THE ORIC (SEE BACK PAGE).
THUS THE TITLE OF THIS PAGE, BUT HOPEFULLY I WILL FILLIT WITH
'OFF THE CUFF' ORIC TOPICS - ESPECIALLY AS I AM WELL CHEESED OFF,
AND HAVE HIT THE VINO!

FUN RE -DISCOVERED

A little joy and fun came back inte my life whilst remembering my youth (when I was still in my
30s - late 30s - and a long time agal). I have been playing HOPPER on the Emulatar, dumping my
hi-scores, and even remembering to re-name the file. If you don't , then the next game you play
will over-write that file. When time permits, I am locking forward to playing some more of those
classics. I think we will have to have a new rule with regard to the Hi-Score table. You must
specify if you played on the Oric or the Emulator. It is so much easier to get a million on a game
them ‘Dump’ the game, and play it later when you have had a rest!!

MCP BITS

David Gaodrum asks if I have any MCP40 pens for sale. The answer is no, but 1 believe Brian

Kidd has found an outlet for both pens and paper. He was supposed to be supplying me with
nrices for both to include postage. I await your comments Brian.

COMPETION

I will dig out the results of the last compo for next month. Meanwhile here
is one for cash. The winner gets a crisp £10 note. All entries by 28th, MAY.

The question is as follows:
HOW MANY ISSUES of ORIC USER MONTHLY WAS ROBERT COOK

RESPONSIBLE FOR EDITING?

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

You may of noticed that the style of OUM has changed lately. Is it to your liking? Is there too
much emphasise on the Emulator, Dise users, PCs and other machines? I1s the lay-out to your
liking? We need your input - if you don't like the latest issues then please tell us. It is your
magazine.

MORE FROM THE WIZZARD

I have recently recieved some more programmes from the Welsh Wizzard. Due to my system

crash, I have not been able to view them. If I am unable to re-activate my system quickly, then
I will despatch them post haste to the MUSO to view ete. Talking of the Muso - he hopes to be

maving back to Cumbria soon - at least it will be warmer tahn Scotland, but not a lot!
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O-TECH SOFTWARE SOLUTIL

ONS

This is the first time that I have written to OUM, and hopefully
it will not be the last.

I have enjoyed the magazine very much in the relatively short

time that I have been a reader. My newly restored enthusiasm in
8-bit micros, particularly the Oric, has surprised even me (and
I think annoyved my wife).
Anyway, to the purpose of my letter. After recently talking to
Dave regarding his new PC, I began wondering how many OUM readers
use more powerful machines. This then led me to think about how
many of you may of encountered the perfectly normal headaches of
tryving to understand them.

Therefore, as I run a small computer consultancy in sometimes
sunny Cornwall, I am extending the offer of FREE telephone
support to all OUM readers that use IBM compatible PCs. Sorry I

can’t help Amiga,Acorn & Mac users, but I do not hawve enough
experience on these machines. I can,however,offer a limited

support service on the Atari ST range.
So, if readers need help with their PCs, please do not hesitate

to contact me via one of the following methods:
MATIL: O-TECH SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS, Coach House Flat, Landaviddy

L.ane, Polperro, Cornwall. PL13 2RS.
TELEPHONE: 01503 272638 ........ FAX: 01503 272430

E-MATIL: 101376.540@compuserve. com
NOTE: The E-MAIL address could be changing soon, but I will keep

vyou informed.

incompatibilty,memory overflows, and system crashes that go hand
~in hand with it.
- MARK OXLEY

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: - I’'m sure there will be many seeking
advice from Mark. A big thank you in advance for all those that

to have a meal in the restaurant where he works part-time for his
parents. If you are in the area,then give yoursell a treat and

eat at: Couch’s Great House, Saxon Bridge, Polperro.

JUNE ORIC USER MONTHLY

There has been quite a lot held over to the June issue of OUM. There was an enormous maiibag, and
much arrived too late for inclusion. Watch out for more Interesting letters, plus an article from Coiin

Cook, and all the regular features.
Articles for inclusion should reach me by May 25th. At the latest piease.
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MAY 1996

FRUSTRATION

THIS ISSUER HAS
UNFORTUNATELY COME TO AN
ABRUPT END - ALMOST!

IMANAGED TO DOWNLOAD

BRIAN’S ARTICLE FROM THE
ATMOS, BUT THEN DISASTER
STRUCK. I APPEAR TO HAVE A

POWER PROBLEM. THIS MEANS I
HAVE HAD TO ABORT THE

ARTICILES FROM FRANK
BOLTON & RON KEY. THOPE ]
CAN GET IT SORTED FOR NEXT

MONTH. IN THE PROCESS I
HAVE CORRUPTED MY NEW 3.5"
VERSION OF SEDORIC V3.0, BUT
LUCKILY HAVE A 3" VERSION.

WHILST ON THE SUBJECT OF
FRUSTRATION, I HAVE BEEN

TINKERING WITH ‘EUPHORIC’ -

- AM HAVING TROUBLE WITH

|

READING ORIC DISKS, AND
APPARENTLY THE ‘WRITEDSK®
UTILITY IS NOT WORKING
PROPERLY.

AFTER YEARS OF PROBLEMS
WITH MANY ‘ORIC’ RELATED
PROGRAMS, IT’S STARTING TO
GET TO ME.

BETTER NEWS
AS WE GO TO PRINT; I HAVE
HAD THE CHANCE TO READ
THE OUM WRITE-UP IN THE
10Gth ISSUE OF ‘COMPUTER
SHOPPER’. AS WELL AS DAVE
WILLIS, TWO OTHERS HAVE

BEEN IN TOUCH - ANOTHER

CONTENTS

<<Table of Contents will penerate

THE BACK PAGE

RENAISSANCE.

BUSY! BUSY! BUSY!
AS WELL AS IT BEING A BUSY
TIME FOR MY SELF, JON HAS

BEEN ‘UP TO HIS EYES’ OF
LATE. ALL ORDERS FOR THE
CUMINDEX,EMULATOR,AND
SEDORIC 3 SHOULD NOW BE
UP TO DATE.

NEWS FROM

FRANCE:

IT SEEMS LATELY THAT NO
SOONER 1§ SOMETHING

NOW UP & RUNNING AT:
http://werw.abe.se/~-mO1 90/

IT IS RUN BY HAKAN KARLSSON.

THE MAIN URL FOR THE ORIC
PAGES HAS CHANGED. IT IS
NOW: '
http-//www.ensica fr/~frances/onc/

THE ORIC EMULATOR FOR THE
AMIGA HAS BEEN UPDATED.
YOU CAN GET AMORIC V1.4
FROM AMINET ON:

mu/AmoncV1 4.1ha
ALTERNATELY ON THE ORIC
EMULATORS PAGE:
http://www.ensica. fr/~frances/oric/emu
late enghsh.htm1

DON'T FORGET THE ‘USENET!?
NEWSGROUP ON:

COMP.SYS.Onc

NEXT FRENCH ORIC MEET IN
PARIS IS ON JUNE 8th - GET

YOUR CHEAPO EUROTUNNEL
TICKETS NOW.

fip//sunsite. cnam. fr/pub/aminet/misc/e

Deo you get ted up with having to
“INSERT MASTER DISC” even of
there 1s already one mn position?
This annoying message that is p1ven
with Sedonc commands, 1s about to
become a thing of the past.
Andre Cheramy has solved the
problem. He has sent the C.E.O a patch
file, which can be read as part of the

Boot file on the new Sedonc. I assume
this will soon be part of the new
Sedoric svailsble from Jon Haworth.

RUMOUR HAS IT that there 1s at
least a part - working version of an
ORIC emulator for the ACORN. We

will keep you posted.

WELL - THAT’S GOOD NIGHT
FROM ME - HOPEFULLY 1 WILL
BE SOON CELEBRATING
LIVERPOOL’s VICTORY IN THE
F.A CUPH!!
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